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SANTA CLARA COUNTY FIRESAFE COUNCIL SELECTS 
BURNBOT FOR INITIAL 155 ACRES OF SECOND FOREST 

HEALTH GRANT PROJECT 
 

Partnership Expands Santa Clara County FireSafe Council Wildfire 
Technology Portfolio Utilizing BurnBot’s Remote-Controlled Mastication 

Units for Precise Vegetation Management 
 

April 2, 2025, Saratoga, CA: Today, the Santa Clara County FireSafe Council (SCCFSC) announced that the Los Gatos 

Creek Watershed Collaborative (LGCWSC) has selected BurnBot as the contractor to support the first phase of its 

second Forest Health Grant project, an initial 155 acres that will utilize BurnBot’s remote-controlled mastication 

units for precise vegetation management. This landscape-scale forest health project focuses on creating ecosystem 

resilience, mitigating the risk of, and reducing the severity of potential wildfire, while enhancing the safety of the 

surrounding communities. This first phase of the second Forest Health Grant marks a significant milestone, after 

the successful completion of the LGCWSC’s first Forest Health Grant on March 31, 2025. 

The collaborative, originally formed in 2020, includes San Jose Water, Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District, 

Santa Clara FireSafe Council, Santa Clara County Parks, and community partners Lupin Lodge and Aldercroft 

Heights Firewise in this second Forest Health Grant project. The collaborative has identified an interconnectable 

mosaic pattern of priority treatment areas that, with ecologically sensitive treatments, meet the goals of the 

Forest Health Program and Phase Two award to: 

• Protect upper watersheds where important regional water supplies originate. 

• Promote the long-term storage of carbon and reduce the severity of potential wildfire, thereby 
increasing community and forest ecosystem protection. 

• Establish healthy, resilient fire-adapted ecosystems to protect and conserve natural resources. 
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According to Seth Schalet, CEO of the Santa Clara County FireSafe Council, “Over the last several years, Santa Clara 
County FireSafe Council has established statewide leadership in the utilization, sale and promotion of technology to 
mitigate the risk of catastrophic wildfire.  As we begin work on our second CAL FIRE Forest Health Grant, our 
partnership with BurnBot further extends our capabilities, enabling our partners and communities in the Los Gatos 
Creek Watershed Collaborative to benefit from BurnBot’s low-impact equipment and precision controls protecting 
soil health, preserving desired vegetation while effectively reducing hazardous fuels.” 
 
“BurnBot exists to amplify and scale precision fuels treatments that are light on the land and efficiently reduce 
wildfire risk where it matters most,” said Anukool Lakhina, CEO and co-founder of BurnBot.  “We’re delighted to 
partner with the Santa Clara County FireSafe Council to bring innovation and efficiency to this critical work, 
protecting people, ecosystems, and infrastructure across the Los Gatos Creek Watershed.” 
 
“I am very excited to begin work with BurnBot utilizing the latest technology for our vegetation treatments. 
Treatments are scheduled for the mountains west of Lexington Reservoir, as part of our second collaborative effort 
with Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District and San Jose Water Company. This large piece of the project is 
starting on the heels of the completion of 1000 acres in the watershed as part of our first collaborative effort. We 
expect to build on our success as we aim to complete a total of 840 more acres of forest health treatments”, stated 
Stephen Harrington, Senior Forest Health Project Manager with Santa Clara County FireSafe Council. 
 

 

About Santa Clara County FireSafe Council: 

As a 501 (c)3 nonprofit with a 20-year history, Santa Clara County FireSafe Council’s core mission is to mobilize the 

people of Santa Clara County to protect their homes, communities, and environment from wildfires. As a trusted 

partner across the government, fire service, corporate and WUI residential communities, SCCFSC has led some of 

the most complex hazardous fuel reduction projects in the region. With a board and advisory council that has deep 

expertise across the wildfire ecosystem including wildfire and environmental research, academia, emergency 

management, regional planning, technology products and wildland firefighting leadership, Santa Clara County 

FireSafe Council is uniquely positioned to lead cross-sector collaborations, government-private partnerships in 

Silicon Valley, Santa Clara County and beyond. For more information, visit www.sccfiresafe.org 

 

  About BurnBot: 

BurnBot develops and operates robotic fuel treatment systems that reduce hazardous vegetation near urban 

centers and critical habitats, eliminating the fuel that drives destructive wildfires. Our precision fuel treatment 

solutions combine advanced thinning and mechanical fire technology to deliver safe, ecological, and highly efficient 

treatments. Today, BurnBot responsibly manages tens of thousands of acres in partnership with federal, state and 

municipal governments, utilities, and insurance companies, protecting communities and safeguarding habitats 

across the Western United States. For more information, visit https://burnbot.com/ 
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310 Shaw Road, Suite D 

South San Francisco, CA 94080 
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The Los Gatos Creek Watershed Collaborative Forest Health Grant is a collaboration between public and private 
entities and is a part of California Climate Investments, a statewide initiative that puts billions of Cap-and-Trade 
dollars to work reducing greenhouse gas emissions, strengthening the economy, and improving public health and 
the environment. particularly in disadvantaged communities. The Cap-and-Trade program also creates a financial 
incentive for industries to invest in clean technologies and develop innovative ways to reduce pollution. California 
Climate Investments projects include affordable housing, renewable energy, public transportation, zero- emission 
vehicles, environmental restoration, more sustainable agriculture, recycling, and much more. At least 35 percent of 
these investments are located within and benefiting residents of disadvantaged communities, low-income 
communities, and low-income households across California. For more information, visit the California Climate 
Investments website at: www.caclimateinvestments.ca.gov.  

 

The public can monitor project communications and updates by visiting the Lost Gatos Creek Watershed 

Collaborative website at: http://www.lgwatershedhealth.com/ 
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