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South Bay is ready for wildfire prevention, officials call on the public to take precautions
2023-08-31 05:46:00

The National Weather Service issued a red warning for wildfires in the interior of the North Bay Tuesday
night until 8 p.m. Wednesday. In the higher-lying areas in the eastern part of Napa County, the wind is
high and the objects are dry. Once a wildfire occurs, it may spread rapidly.

Affected by the smoke from the Pecca wildfire, no clouds were visible in the sky in the South Bay on
Wednesday. Will the wildfire spread to the south of the Bay Area? Seth Schalet, chief executive officer of
the Santa Clara County FireSafe Council, told this reporter that it must be prepared. Santa Clara County
FireSafe Council is working on several projects to address wildfire risks.

How should Bay Area residents prepare for and respond to the potential danger of the Northern
California wildfires and the smog in the air? Seth Schalet offers the following advice.

The most important steps residents can take are investing in home reinforcement such as Class A roofs,
wildfire vents to keep embers out, maintaining their defensive spaces, especially so-called Zone 0 (the
area between 0 and 5 feet from the residence), The most stringent wildfire fuel reductions are

needed. Ember-resistant areas are designed to prevent fire or embers from igniting materials and
spreading the fire to the home.

This is done by using hardscape such as gravel, pavers, concrete and other non-combustible cover
materials. Make sure there is no combustible bark or mulch. Remove all dead and dying weeds, grass,
plants, shrubs, trees, twigs, and plant debris, inspect your roof, gutters, balconies, porches, stairs,

etc. Limit flammable items such as outdoor furniture and flowerpots on balconies. Replace flammable
fences, gates and gazebos on homes with non-combustible materials. Consider moving trash and
recycling containers, boats, RVs, vehicles and other flammable items out of the area.

Wildfire smoke poses significant health risks, and Schalet recommends taking the following steps to
protect yourself and your loved ones.

Enter your zip code on the EPA's Air Now website to see real-time updates on the air quality in your
neighborhood. Close house windows and car windows. Run the air conditioner, but keep the fresh air
intake closed to prevent outdoor smoke from seeping into the room. The California Air Resources Board
recommends using a mechanical air cleaner with a high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filter.


https://www.singtaousa.com/

In homes without air conditioning, closing doors and windows can reduce pollutant levels by 50%. Avoid
activities that increase indoor pollution, such as lighting candles, cooking with gas stoves, and
vacuuming.

Rinse your nose and rinse your mouth with water five times a day until the smoke subsides. Shower and
wash clothes after going outside.

Respiratory masks can be worn, but care should be taken to choose N95 masks that can filter fine
particles.

Public safety officials have warned that the masks are not suitable for everyone and are not a substitute
for staying indoors with sealed windows as much as possible. The least effective way is to wear a paper
dust mask or a surgical mask, which do not protect against fine particles. Cloth masks do not adequately
protect the lungs from particles in wildfire smoke. Our reporter Wang Wei reports from Silicon Valley.
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