
 

Queen Palm (Syagrus romanzoffiana) 

Summary:​
The Queen Palm (Syagrus romanzoffiana) is a 
fast-growing, tropical palm tree native to South 
America, particularly Brazil, Argentina, and 
Paraguay. Popular in warm-climate landscaping 
across the southern United States and beyond, 
the Queen Palm typically grows between 30 to 50 
feet tall, with a graceful, straight trunk and a 
crown of feathery, arching fronds. Each frond can 
extend up to 15 feet in length, creating a lush, 
elegant canopy. The tree produces bright orange 
to golden fruit in dense hanging clusters, which 

are favored by wildlife but can be messy when they drop. 

Queen Palms thrive in full sun and prefer well-drained, moist soils, although 
they can tolerate brief drought once established. They are commonly 
planted in urban, residential, and resort landscapes due to their refined 
appearance and relatively low maintenance. While not native to North 
America, the Queen Palm has naturalized in some regions with mild 
winters and minimal frost exposure. 

Ecological Importance:​
Although the Queen Palm is not a native species in North America, it 
serves an important role in cultivated and urban ecosystems. Its fruit 
attracts a range of birds, squirrels, and insects, offering a food source in 
ornamental settings. Additionally, its tall, slender trunk can serve as vertical 
habitat or perching site for birds in otherwise manicured environments. 

In its native habitat, the Queen Palm is part of tropical and subtropical 
forest ecosystems, where it contributes to forest canopy structure and 

Created by Irene Armstrong ISA TRAQ Certified Arborist, WE-13466A 



 
biodiversity. The tree also assists with carbon sequestration and urban heat 
reduction, especially when used in rows or clusters in landscape designs. 

Fire Effects:  

Queen Palm is not well adapted to fire. Its thin trunk and flammable fronds 
make it susceptible to heat damage, and it lacks mechanisms such as thick 
bark or fire-triggered seed dispersal to recover from wildfire events. In 
fire-prone regions, planting Queen Palms in defensible spaces is 
discouraged, and care should be taken to manage leaf litter and fruit drop 
that can serve as potential fuel. 

However, in controlled urban environments or irrigated landscapes where 
fire risk is managed, Queen Palms can thrive for decades with minimal pest 
or disease issues when properly maintained. 
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