[bookmark: _GoBack]This Good News made me feel as though the very gates of heaven had opened to me.  Undeserved forgiveness was my good fortune.  Salvation was certain. Because of Christ alone.

My pastor had rescued me.  Well, God had used him and the Word of God he shared to assure me of the rescue that had happened when Jesus redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, death and the power of the devil.  He for us.  He for me.  This is most certainly true!

Some pastor has been used by God to rescue you, too.  More likely, several pastors have been used by God to do this in your life.

Thank you, pastors!  And thank you, other church workers, because you, too, share this Good News, and God is using you in the eternal rescue business.  And thank you, laypeople.  God is using you as well as His rescuers.  Together, we are God’s search and rescue party.

I appreciate each and every one of you.  But most of all, I thank God that He uses us weak and undeserving sinners for such a noble task.

~Rev. Scott Sailer
District President
