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Our mission is to know
and share the love of Jesus Christ



palm·er | pä(l)mer |
noun: palmer; plural noun: palmers

 1. historical

a pilgrim, especially one who had returned from the Holy Land with a 
palm frond or leaf as a sign of having undertaken the pilgrimage.

The story of Palm Sunday tells of how
people removed their cloaks and spread them out
in front of Jesus as he entered the City of Jerusalem.
The cloak we wear every day to face the world
is both the persona we wish to present,
and our defense against the elements.
As we begin this pilgrimage, we are invited
to lay down our defenses and disguises
before the One who sees us as we really are.
And then, set free to come to the Lord’s Table,
let us offer our praise and thanksgiving
with open hearts and open hands.



The Liturgy of the Palms

Priest Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.

Priest Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Priest The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was 
proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. 
Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may 
ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in 
glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Priest Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
People Hosanna in the highest.

The Procession
Priest Let us go forth in peace.
People In the name of Christ. Amen.

The procession follows parishioners proclaiming Hosanna with “palms” from home.

Priest Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
People Hosanna in the highest.

Priest Let us pray.
Merciful God, as we enter holy week and gather at your house of prayer, turn our hearts again to 
Jersusalem, to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, that, united with him and all the saints, 
we may one day enter in triumph the city not made with hands, the new Jerusalem, eternal in the 
heaven. This we ask in his name. Amen.
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Hymn 154 “All glory, laud, and honor” (vs. 1 &5) Valet will ich dir geben

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you
Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of 
his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his 
resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
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The Lessons
First Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Zechariah 9:9-12
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He 
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be 
cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from 
the River to the ends of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will 
set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I 
declare that I will restore to you double.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (in unison) 
  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
  his mercy endures for ever.
  Let Israel now proclaim, 
  “His mercy endures for ever.”
  Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord.
  “This is the gate of the Lord; 
  he who is righteous may enter.”
  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me 
  and have become my salvation.
  The same stone which the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone.
  This is the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is marvelous in our eyes.
  On this day the Lord has acted; 
  we will rejoice and be glad in it.
  Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! 
  Lord, send us now success.
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 
  we bless you from the house of the Lord.
  God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; 
  form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar.
  “You are my God, and I will thank you; 
  you are my God, and I will exalt you.”
  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
  his mercy endures for ever.
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Gospel Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew 21:1-11 
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says 
anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,

“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him 
and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!”

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were 
saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
The Rev’d David Wantland, Associate Rector
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The Nicene Creed
Celebrant We believe in one God,
People   the Father, the Almighty,
  maker of heaven and earth,
  of all that is, seen and unseen.

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
  the only Son of God,
  eternally begotten of the Father,
  God from God, Light from Light,
  true God from true God,
  begotten, not made,
  of one Being with the Father.
  Through him all things were made.
  For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven:
  by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man.
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
  he suffered death and was buried.
  On the third day he rose again
  in accordance with the Scriptures;
  he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end.

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
  He has spoken through the Prophets.
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, 
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our Bishops, Andy, Jeff, Kai, and Héctor, for Neil, Liz, and David our priests, and for all the clergy and 
people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Donald, President of the United States, Greg, Governor of Texas, and Sylvester, Mayor of Houston, 
for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For the City of Houston, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to 
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to 
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to 
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those across the street in the Texas Medical Center, for physicians and scientists, for nurses and 
technicians, for patients and their loved ones kept apart from them, for staff members whose work 
often goes unseen, and for public health experts during this global pandemic, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for 
all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to 
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

God of grace, the cadences of suffering love sound in your Church this Holy Week as we ponder what 
it means to follow King Jesus, not only into the City of Jerusalem but also into the City of Houston. 
Remind us, once again, that he went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory 
before he was crucified. And mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none 
other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion
Offertory Anthem: Jesus so lowly Harold Friedell

The Palmer Choir from the album O Love Divine, 2003

The Doxology (Hymn 380, verse 3) Old 100th
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins 
he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering 
and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him.
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus (Hymnal S-130)  Schubert
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the for-
giveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant Our Father, 
People who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
 as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
 from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Agnus Dei S-164   Schubert

The Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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After communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
People  you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send 
us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Grant, Almighty God, that your people may recognize their weakness and put their whole trust in 
your strength, so that they may rejoice for ever in the protection of your loving providence; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Closing Hymn 168 “O sacred head, sore wounded” (vs. 1 &4)  Herzlich Tut Mich Verlangen (Passion Chorale)

Postlude: 



Together, we pray
Please Pray for the Following Individuals

Names remain on the list for two Sundays unless the request is renewed by contacting one of the coordinators of 
our Pastoral Care Ministry: Ruth Davies at rmmdavies@cebridge.net for Palmers or Suzie Dennis at sdennis@
palmerchurch.org for non-Palmers.

Frederick Bear
Regina and Rodney Burns
Randal Byrd
Carlos
Carmen Brassfield Conaway
Elizabeth Chapin
Penny Driggers
Richard Fay
Bill Hass
Courtney, Peter, & Graham 

Holcomb

Wayne Key
David Lapp
Amelia Leigh
Bob London
Charlotte McClain
Suzanne Miller
Duke, Dustin, & Meghan Mundorf
Harry Powe
Jennifer Rabb
Wendy Robertson
Susan Shivers

Roxane & Michael Short
Elena Sotomeyer
Phyllis and Ed Svrcek
Catherine Thompson and Family
Mary Tobin
Donna Waldron
Lynda and Toye Watts
Mimi and Kim Lopez-Waymer
Benjamin and Debbie Wheeler
Sorell Williamson

Please Pray for Expectant Households

The Fender and Simmons (International Adoption) Families

Those expecting a child by birth or adoption are encouraged 
to contact Roger Hutchison at rwhutchison@palmerchurch.org.

Please Pray for Those in the Armed Forces
Evan Adams
Nathan Adam
Michael Anderson
Gaston Baza
Travis Chambers
John Harrison
Connor Hurt

Jarrett Johnson
Christopher Kent
James King
Mike Martinez
Nate Miller
Andrew Nesom
Harrison Power

Jim Rosenbach
Adam Salvati
Matthew Van Arsdale
Ashley Waddle
Alex Walker
Taylor Wilby
Caleb Woodburn


