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The evening of May 8th was the time of this year’s Annual meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of the Harriet Beecher Stowe Center, and for at least the first part of it, I suspect it was 
much the same as previous years. Beginning with the minutes from the last meeting, it 
included several reports and the election of a few new Trustees to replace those who were 
thanked for their service. 
What made it stand out was that it was both the 20th and 
the final annual meeting for Executive Director 
Katherine Kane. 
The advancement of the Stowe House from a private 
foundation meant to preserve Stowe’s memory to a forum 
and focus of the ideas and ideals that made her the 
visionary writer of her day was accomplished under 
Katherine’s leadership. Beginning slowly to promote the 
Stowe House as a museum at first and then over time as a 
venue to continue the work that Harriet began and that 
clearly has yet to be completed, Katherine introduced the 
Salons to encourage discussion of topics just as difficult now as slavery was then.  
Add to this the Stowe Prizes for literature that advances social justice and then in 2017, the 
multimillion dollar renovation of the home, the first in the 50 year history of the home as 
museum. At the same time that the home was being preserved, the tour experience was 
being transformed from an historic home visit to an immersive challenge to continue the 
causes that made Harriet Beecher Stowe so famous.  
All of this gives Hartford a lot to be proud of, and Dr. Breann Greenfield, the incoming 
Executive Director a strong base on which to build.  
As a neighbor though, two things stand out. A few days before, I was at a Salon and not 
finding a parking space in the Stowe lot, I went next door to the Twain lot that was empty. 
When I came out Katherine was there in the lot with several workers, and the chain link 
fence between the two properties was being removed. The smile on her face then and the 
mention of that accomplishment in her final remarks at the end of the meeting will remain 
with me long after all the other details are gone. 


