
Asylum Hill Guide –Coming Soon 
 
The Last time Southside Media published a 
directory for the Asylum Hill Neighborhood 
the cover photo was taken during the 
“Annual Multi-Lingual Day in May at Nook 
Farm” 
and the neighborhood organizational partners 
were Asylum Hill Inc. and AHOP. The 
YWCA was about to celebrate their 125th 
anniversary and nearly all of the phone 
numbers in the ads were without an area 
code. 
Twenty-seven years later, it’s time for an 
update. And so Mike McGarry, one of the few 
things that will be the same with both 
directories, has approached the AHNA Board 
of Directors to partner this time with 
Southside Media and publish an updated 
version.   
Like the previous edition, there will be 
opportunities for our business and 
organizational partners to be included in the 
new one, and to purchase ad space. The plan 
is to print 10,000 copies and to also allow for 
digital distribution. 
There are very few of the 1992 editions left, so if you were around then and can still find 
yours, it may be a collectors item. At the very least it will be a trip down memory lane. 
If the original photos had been preserved, it could have provided several years worth of 
“Asylum Hill Then & Now” articles. To give you an idea, The Comet Diner was called the 
Oasis, while downstairs was called Club Comet and The Hartford was then ITT Hartford. 
While a lot has changed, much of what existed then exists today, some with name changes and 
some with only a change in a number. Both Asylum Hill Congregational Church and the 
YWCA were celebrating 125-year anniversaries then, and have since celebrated 150. 
What was then the Bank of Hartford is today Webster Bank, and their mission is remarkably 
similar. The Photo Hut is still in the same place, although their product mix has changed. In 
1992 Asylum Hill was represented at the Capitol by Senator Frank Barrows and 
Representatives Tom Ritter and Eric Coleman; today’s Senator is Doug McCrory and our 
Representatives are Matt Ritter and Joshua Hall.  
Most interesting from an AHNA perspective is the similarity between AHI and AHOP to our 
present day AHNA. Not only is the AHI mission “to make the Neighborhood a better place to 
live, work, play and worship” but they also had a monthly section in the Hartford News. 
A digital scan of the 1992 edition is available at http://bit.ly/AH92Dir  
The new one will be available later this year.  

http://bit.ly/AH92Dir

