
Apartment Parking in Asylum Hill 
 
Parking for renters in Asylum Hill has long been a problem, and AHNA has made efforts 
at various times to try to alleviate it as much as possible. Several years ago we piloted a 
program with the Hartford Parking Authority to institute the Residential Parking Permit 
Program. This allows renters to purchase a special permit on certain designated streets to 
park during certain hours, and prevent those who have other options from taking those 
spaces. It was definitely a step in the right direction, but it’s not a solution to the whole 
problem.  
Recently a couple came to an 
AHNA meeting with a 
complaint about parking on 
Collins St. There are a mix 
of two and three family units 
as well as apartments along 
much of Collins St between 
and Atwood and Sumner. 
Parking is restricted to the 
south side of Collins St. 
there and each of the homes 
has a driveway and curb cut. 
Since the average lot width is 
50’ for these homes, and the general parallel space is 20’, there isn’t  a lot of room on the 
street. If one car parks in the middle between two driveways, they cut in half the available 
parking space.  
This is the problem that two of the renters who came to the AHNA meeting were 
complaining about, and among those present, there was a lot of sympathy. In Hartford, the 
Hartford Parking Authority (HPA) enforces parking regulations, and maintains metered 
parking spaces, but this part of Collins St, with no meters would be the responsibility of 
the Dept. of Public Works (DPW). In talking with Jim Ford the Director of Public Works, 
there simply is no budget for striping parking spots on residential streets in the City.  
Adequate parking and the lack of it is definitely a quality of life issue, and while there 
doesn’t seem to be any easy answer, It could clearly benefit from a deeper understanding 
and exploration of causes and possible solutions. If you are interested in getting involved in 
finding a solution, let us know either at info@asylumhill.org  or Exdir@asylumhill.org  
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