
Urban League Employment Empowerment Expo 
 
The Yards Goat’s lounge was the site of the 18th annual Urban League of Greater Hartford 
(ULGH) Employment Empowerment Expo. Each year at about this time The Urban 
League hosts this event and more than two dozen companies looking for qualified people 
to fill positions, join with the Urban League for this one day event, to find the people they 
need. 
On the other side are 
hundreds of job seekers, this 
year nearly five hundred 
came looking for that 
opportunity to earn a living. 
What makes the event 
special for everyone is the 
help they get from ULGH. 
For many of those here, 
they have already gotten 
assistance preparing 
themselves to make that all- 
important first impression, 
but even for those who haven’t, support is waiting for them. 
New this year was the presence of “ItsaGeeThang” Lester, noted barber and entrepreneur 
who volunteered to give free haircuts to any and all who showed up. When you sit in his 
chair, you don’t just get a first rate hair cut, you also get an encouraging pep talk that could 
last longer than the hair cut. And without leaving the room, you might also get a free suit 
to wear into that interview.  
Before the interview, there are the free resume critiques; specialists who will help you tell 
your story so that it gets noticed are on site. 
Practically no one gets a job offer on the spot, but many of those present will be well on 
their way by the end of the day. Most every service offered here on this one day is available 
every other day at the ULGH office at 140 Woodland St. Every service intended to remove 
the obstacles to satisfying and productive employment are addressed by them, and that 
doesn’t only mean working for a paycheck. Several ULGH “graduates” have gone on to 
start their own businesses, and fulfill their passion for a productive life on their own.  
So if you weren’t there this year, you don’t have to wait until 2019, it’s all available 5 days a 
week at the Urban League. Just stop by and ask for Yvonne, or better yet, call ahead at 
(860) 527-0147.  
More photos of the event are available at 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/IWqhB0ZDR04DTLWl1  
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