
The Chrysalis Clover Gardens Development Proposal 
 
At the first AHNA meeting of 2018 Chrysalis Center Real Estate Corp. represented by 
Mary Ellen Shuckerow presented plans to develop three historic homes on Asylum Avenue 
and one apartment building on Huntington St in a development of rental units, 9 of 
which were to be dedicated to clients from HARC, less than a block west of the project. 
HARC is a long time nonprofit in Asylum Hill dedicated to serving individuals with 
mental disabilities, and Chrysalis, once 
located in Asylum Hill, is a long time 
nonprofit service provider for individuals 
and families seeking transformation.  
What became clear rather quickly was 
that their plan for these buildings did 
not match AHNA, the NRZ’s plan for 
the neighborhood.  
Asylum Hill’s penchant for helping the 
needy goes back to when it was called 
Lords Hill and the “American Asylum 
for the Education of Deaf and Dumb 
Persons," the first in America, was 
established where The Hartford is now. 
From that day to this, through the 
famous efforts of Lydia Sigourney, Mark 
Twain and Harriet Beecher Stowe as well 
as many others less famous, Asylum Hill has been a place where those in need could truly 
find Asylum.  The problem has been that over the last forty or more years the supply of 
small unit apartments combined with the declining real estate values made much of 
Asylum Hill a convenient place to locate supportive and restrictive housing of every sort, so 
that now it is 5 to 10 times more prevalent than neighborhoods only a few miles away.  
AHNA agrees with the experts who believe that this level of concentration is neither 
healthy for the neighborhood nor for the residents requiring and receiving the support. 
Beginning in the mid 90’s efforts were underway to change this trend and after more than 
30 years without a single family home being built, homeownership began to rise.  
Thanks principally to the efforts of nonprofits such as Habitat for Humanity, NINA and 
CIL; derelict rental property and empty lots have been turned into homeownership 
opportunities, slowly changing the balance. The stock of Victorian homes remaining from 
the days of Hartford’s rise is limited and each one is precious as an opportunity to restore 
both balance and diversity.  
To their credit, Chrysalis Center Real Estate Corporation has agreed to put their plans on 
hold and allow the neighborhood to seek a developer that can restore these properties to 
homeownership.  
Anyone interested in joining in the effort can contact Ken Johnson, Executive Director of 
NINA ninaken@sbcglobal.net  or Bernie Michel Staff Administrator of AHNA 
staff@asylumhill.org  
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