
Exploring AH 198-222 S. Marshall St 
 
For those familiar with S. Marshall St, you have certainly noticed the six large apartment 
buildings on the East side of the street opposite Marshall House. The four to the south end 
next to the homes built by Habitat for Humanity, have long been some of the most 
challenged and challenging in Asylum Hill. For decades they have been exclusively 
occupied by Section 8 tenants and were owned by a landlord that that simply was unable to 
keep them up. Late last year, they were foreclosed by Fannie Mae and Catalyst Property 
Solutions took over the management.  
The difference has been remarkable to 
say the least. Nancy Sammarco is the 
on site Property Director, and she 
directs a full time staff of four as 
opposed to the one part-time 
maintenance man the prior owner had. 
These workers along with trade 
contractors have been working since 
they arrived to address years of 
“deferred maintenance”. The property 
consists of 48 apartments, 10 of which 
have been vacant for years.  
Catalyst seems to have the capacity to fix the problem. The Company is based in Houston 
Texas where they manage and own many properties as well as some in the Washington DC 
area, and now Hartford. They have brought a capacity and efficiency to the task that until 
now has been missing. 
The existing units have been the first addressed with new appliances, and where needed 
complete bath and kitchen remodels. Pest control was a big issue, and Nancy’s 10 years of 
experience in property management in Connecticut before joining Catalyst meant that she 
called Ehrlich Pest Control whom she had used often in the past. They have been very 
effective here as well.  
Safety has also been a high priority for Catalyst so all units got smoke detectors for the first 
time. New hand rails, sidewalk repairs and in some cases new floor decking have been 
accomplished. There will also be private security hired in the near future. 
As the work has progressed, they have begun to completely remodel the vacant units which 
Imagineers LLC, the company hired to place Section 8 recipients into housing, will surely 
fill.  
For all of the non-profit organizations trying to help the residents of S. Marshall St, 
Catalyst is a welcomed partner. As for Nancy, the onsite Director, she was thrilled to find 
out there’s a broader community that appreciates and supports the work she is doing.  
We’ll be checking back from time to time to keep you updated on the progress. 
 


