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AHNA is very thankful this year for all who  
volunteered to help Asylum Hill 

 

2021 has been a challenging year, but we are thankful to be seeing the beginning of a return to 
“normal.”  Since this edition falls between the major holidays of Thanksgiving and all the year-end 
celebrations that include Christmas, Kwanzaa, Chanukah, and New Year's to name a few, it seems 
fitting that my column highlights events that inspire gratitude and hope for the future. We are 
thankful for all the great volunteers in Asylum Hill who still came out despite COVID to make 
2021 a very successful year.  
 

During the pandemic, volunteers helped build 7 Pollinator gardens, create 2 new murals, and 
conducted 3 neighborhood cleanups. Volunteers were essential in completing our newly drafted 
Asylum Hill Strategic Plan, as well as a successful hybrid (in-person and virtual) Community 
Partners Breakfast. We elected 5 new members on our Board of Directors. We thank the many 
volunteers who came together to develop the Neighborhood Strategic Plan. This effort took many 
hours of volunteer effort to accomplish and wouldn’t have happened without all the people who 
stepped up.  
 

We offer lots of thanks to the South Marshall Interfaith Coalition, a group of neighborhood 
volunteers from our churches and local non-profits who outreach to our neighbors on South 
Marshall Street. The Block Party was cancelled in 2020 because of the pandemic, we held a couple 
of pop-up events in 2020 to distribute, food, hand sanitizer and masks. Thankfully we could hold 
the 17th Annual Block Party on August 25, 2021 and had a great turnout of more than 400 
residents. 
 

At our Annual Meeting on November 1st, we elected 5 new Directors to the AHNA Board. We 
welcome Domenic Ciavarro, Regional Director Capital Project Management for Trinity 
Healthcare, Sarah Adanti, Senior Director of Development for the Village for Families and 
Children, Maxine Nugent, Parent Leader from the Asylum Hill Family Center, Natalia Crispin, 
resident, and Barbara Robbins, resident, to our Board. We are very excited to have these 
community leaders join us. 
 

We held our Community Partners Breakfast with our stakeholders and volunteers to unveil our 
draft Strategic Plan on November 17th. It was great to get together in person for the first time in 
almost 2 years. We honored longtime volunteers Jennifer Cassidy and Yvonne Mathews, both of 
whom served as Directors on the Board as well as chairwomen. AHNA wouldn’t be a strong NRZ 
today without their leadership. We honored the Hartford for their significant and sustained 
investment in Asylum Hill’s revitalization. While thanking the volunteers for their essential help in 
our work improving Asylum Hill we also asked our stakeholders to make their contributions for 
2021 now. There are dozens of stakeholders in Asylum Hill. Many for profit and not-for-profit 
businesses that serve our community. We need all stakeholders in Asylum Hill to partner with us 
on this important work. We ask all stakeholders in Asylum Hill to join us in improving the quality 
of life in Asylum Hill. Please visit our website at www.asylumhill.org to make your donation today. 
Any amount helps us move Asylum Hill forward and we are grateful for your support. 
 

http://www.asylumhill.org/

