
From the House 
 
Opening Democracy to More Voters 
 

I’m proud that one of our signature pieces of legislation this year was approved 
overwhelmingly in the House. A Constitutional Amendment on early voting is a step closer 
to being on your ballot in 2020. 
 
Voting is the foundation of our democracy, but as personal schedules become more and 
more rigid, voters are less likely to make it to the polls.  And when they do, they often face 
long lines on Election Day or hiccups at the polling locations. 
 
We make it far too difficult to vote in this state. Life happens and people cannot always 
find time to vote due to work, children, illness and a variety of other everyday reasons. 
 
Building and maintaining a vibrant democracy means recognizing that the world has 
changed - Connecticut’s voting laws are based on decades-old assumptions about how we 
live our lives. We need to provide voters with an election system that recognizes modern 
lifestyles – if you have a meeting in New York on Election Day, you shouldn’t have to 
choose between voting and work. If your kids have an unscheduled after-school 
appointment, you shouldn’t have to choose between voting and  family. 
 
The Connecticut House of Representatives took action, approving a resolution that would 
include a ballot question to amend the State Constitution to allow for an in-person early 
voting system. Once the resolution gets final legislative approval by the State Senate 
 with 75% approval, the question will appear on the November 2020 ballot for voters to 
decide if Connecticut should allow early voting. 
 
If adopted, Connecticut would join the 39 states across the country that allow early voting, 
which an estimated 36 million voters nationwide took advantage of during the 2018 
midterm elections. 
 
We have made significant strides addressing voter suppression and strengthening our 
democracy, but we must continue to remove barriers so that all voters can make their 
voices heard. 
 


