
Exploring Asylum Hill – Piggy’s Café 
For more than a decade residents in Asylum Hill have complained that there was just no sit 
down restaurant in the neighborhood. People recalled the days when the Comet Diner was a 
great place to go to meet friends and have lunch, dinner or just a cup of coffee. While we’re 
all waiting to see if Georgetown Associates can make that happen again, there is an 
alternative, and it’s not at all bad.  

Piggy’s, at the very southern edge of Asylum Hill was, for a very long time, a bar. Complete 
with juke box and pool table, it was also the source of complaints from the neighbors when 
patrons who were having too much fun inside, brought their lack of restraint outside on the 
way home. So for a long time it really wasn’t thought of as an asset in the neighborhood, 
lumped into a basket with the Imlay Package Store and the Ashley Café.  
Over the last 6 months or so, all that has changed. After 40 years, Joe Malick, found himself 
unable to continue operating Piggy’s and unwilling to sell for the prices offered either for the 
business or the building. He turned to his family, and his daughter Joela stepped up. With 
conditions. If she were going to take over this family business, she would do so on her own 
terms. And so began the transition from late night bar to afternoon/evening café and 
restaurant.  The pool table is gone, the décor is much more upscale and the locally sourced 
food is well worth the trip. In short it’s what we’ve been 
hoping for. Joela has even offered to let us have evening 
meetings there. 
For those expecting all food and shops to be on 
Farmington Ave, it may take a little getting used to, but 
the 6 minute walk from Farmington Ave. isn’t really a 
problem, and not even necessary given the adequate 
parking behind the Cafe.  
I can only hope that more people discover this gem and 
support it. It’s well situated near the CT Fastrak stop at 
Sigourney and of course Aetna, to the East and Park 
Place Towers to the South as well as all of Asylum Hill to the North. The full menu is 
available at https://piggyscafe69hawthorn.com/menu  and more photos can be seem at 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/nVKYqaTjk9QwRLBN6  
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