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Some Big Issues in the 2018 Session 
By Rep. Matt Ritter 
  
The 2018 Legislative Session is winding down, but we have tackled some important 
issues.  I want to highlight two issues for you today. 
  
Early Voting 
I was proud to support an amendment to the State Constitution to allow voters of 
Connecticut more time and flexibility in their busy schedules to cast ballots in elections 
and make their voices heard. In order to make our democracy work, residents should not 
have to choose between casting a ballot or working a second job and taking care of their 
families. In today’s modern world, busy schedules always don’t align with the 14-hour, 
restricted block of time that our state currently mandates as a voting period. Many other 
states have shown that a system of early voting works and I believe that hardworking folks 
following the rules should be able to exercise their most fundamental, constitutional right 
to vote. 
  
Because it’s an amendment to the Constitution, the resolution must be adopted again next 
year by both chambers of the General Assembly. It would then be placed on the ballot for 
the 2020 general election. If a majority of voters approve, the state constitution would then 
allow the General Assembly to pass legislation implementing early voting in our state. 
  
Protecting Health Benefits 
We passed legislation ensuring the "10 essential health benefits" that are laid out in the 
ACA will be protected – no matter what happens in Washington. 
  
The 10 Essential Benefits are: 
·        Ambulatory patient services 
·        Emergency services 
·        Hospitalization 
·        Maternity and newborn health care 
·        Mental health and substance use disorder services 
·        Prescription drugs 
·        Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices 
·        Laboratory services 
·        Preventive and wellness services and chronic disease management 
·        Pediatric services, including oral and vision care 
  
The bill also expands access to contraception by requiring insurance companies cover a 12-
month supply of contraception, a measure that will save money by requiring fewer office 
visits. 
 


