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Making Batterson Park a Destination for Residents Again 

By Rep. Matt Ritter 

  
Batterson Park, the long-shuttered Hartford-owned former recreation area straddling 
Farmington and New Britain, is a lost gem and I have been working with Council 
Members and advocates to restore it into the regional attraction it once was – a recreational 
destination for Hartford and the region. 
 

The waterfront park has incredible potential, and the COVID-19 pandemic has further 
highlighted the need for more outdoor spaces that area families and residents can enjoy. I 
have proposed a multi-million dollar investment to restore the park back into a regional 
recreational asset and believe this can be accomplished within a couple of years. 
 

Closed to the public since 2015, Batterson's natural assets and infrastructure have 
deteriorated from a lack of use and maintenance over the years. It has a storied history 
though as a popular summer destination for thousands of day visitors back in the 1950s 
through the early 1980s, who enjoyed the large lake, picnicking and recreational amenities, 
which included food concessions, a pavilion, and basketball courts. 
 

Located about 10 miles from Hartford's center, Batterson Park spans over 500 acres with 
about 200 acres of parkland including the 165-acre lake. The lake was originally used as a 
drinking water reservoir before the Hartford Water Department donated the tract to the 
Parks Department in 1928. The park was named after Hartford's mayor at the time 
Walter Batterson.  
 

A key to successfully moving this massive project forward is the positive working 
relationship between the three municipalities – Hartford, Farmington and New Britain. 
Everyone is on board and this is a great example of regional cooperation and towns 
advocating together for a common goal.     
 

In other news 
The popular Yoga In Our City has announced a free wellness virtual class schedule. Classes 
are open to people of all ages, backgrounds, and skill-levels, and will run through May 
2021, when the regular Yoga In Our City outdoor season kicks off.  
  

To access the virtual class schedule and for more information about the Yoga In Our City 
program, visitwww.yogainourcity.com. 
  

Please contact me if I can ever be of any assistance. I can be reached 
at Matthew.Ritter@cga.ct.gov, on Facebook @RepresentativeMattRitter or by phone at 
(860) 240-8489, if you have any questions or concerns. 
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