
Exploring Asylum Hill - Spring! Begins to Bloom  
 

There’s a lot of good news coming soon to Asylum Hill. The first will happen on April 4th, 
Easter Sunday. That’s when 
Asylum Hill Congregational 
Church will hold their first in 
person service beginning at 
10:00 am. It won’t quite be 
the same as past years, but it 
will be the first time the 
Choir will be singing together 
in more than a year. The 
differences include the venue, 
which will be the parking lot 
instead of the sanctuary and 
while you won’t hear the 
organ, the choir will be 
accompanied by brass and 
other instruments. They will all maintain social distancing and masks when possible, and it 
looks like their prayers for good weather are being answered. They’ll follow it up with a 
special Easter community lunch of honey-baked ham, green beans and mashed potatoes. 
Then on April 8th, the Stowe House will begin opening to tours and tickets are on sale now. 
Even better news is that Hartford residents are admitted at no charge. 
The following Saturday, April 10th, the Mark Twain House and Museum will open to tours 
as well. Asylum Hill residents are also offered special consideration to purchase a household 
membership at half price, which includes both a free Living History Tour and regular 
House Tours. There are other benefits as well that Jacquelyn Andrews (860-280-3112), 
Development Associate, can explain to you.  
But this is only part of what these two fine institutions are up to. The Mark Twain House 
has a total of eleven events in April, and another eight in May. All of these will be virtual, all 
will be free (with an opportunity to contribute if you can) and all of them are conversations 
with authors about their recent books. The subjects are as varied as Alexander Graham Bell 
and Prince. To see the whole list, go to https://marktwainhouse.org/event/  
As for The Harriet Beecher Stowe Center, events begin on May 8th with an “afternoon 
making revolutionary mortar and replanting the solitary garden.” This event is free, 
outdoors and will allow participants the opportunity to help plant this year’s garden in the 
art installation as well as to create the mortar described above.   
There’ll be three events in June, including a celebration of Harriet’s birthday and another in 
July culminating with Stowe Prize 2021 in September. Lots to look forward to. 
For more recent photos of the grounds go to:  http://bit.ly/StoweTwainSpring  
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