
Exploring Asylum Hill  - nature on the Hill 
 
While nearly all of our attention this month and much of last has been taken up with 
trying to live with out being together, the natural world outside our doors has continued as 
always without so much as a ripple. In fact if anything, given the plentiful rainfall and 
sunshine, it seems to be doing as well as ever. 
I went out to explore the neighborhood first on April 7th and at the time, the magnolias 
were beginning to bloom. It was great to drive around to see how many there are in the 
neighborhood. A beautiful pair 
in front of the old Capitol 
Community College, several 
near the corner of Ashley and 
May, but my favorite is always 
the one at 784 Asylum Ave at 
the corner of Sumner St. It 
seems to be photogenic all year 
round, and especially in full 
bloom.  
The forsythia seem to have 
lasted especially long this year 
as well, and tulips are up 
especially on Ashley St.  
One could hardly do a natural 
tour of our neighborhood without taking in our western border with the West End. The 
Park river area is likely the largest area of green space in Asylum Hill. This time of year and 
this year have provided lots of water to keep the river flowing, and the vegetation nearby 
very healthy. There are still a few reminders of a careless population in the form of trash 
that’s been trapped by fallen logs, but most of it still looks like a State Park forest in 
miniature. 

It’s hard to talk about all the natural beauty 
in Asylum Hill without remembering the 5 
acres on our southern border still vacant, 
overgrown and full of trash. Nature there is 
trying, but getting little assistance from the 
human population. If you should choose to 
walk the perimeter of that parcel, you will 
no doubt be seeing the largest site of illegal 
dumping in Hartford.  Given the present 
circumstances the best we can do is 

ruminate and maybe plan. There ought to be some variety of climbing vine with blossoms 
that could be planted in the fencing that could at a minimum improve its appearance, and 
maybe even remediate some of the soil. We owe it to Mother Nature to help out where we 
can. Send your ideas to staffadmin@asylumhill.org .  


