
Ex AH the Bougonou Family on S. Marshall St 
 

We’re going to continue our 
focus on newer homeowners in 
Asylum Hill with the Bougonou 
family on S. Marshall St. They are 
among the original 16 families 
that purchased one of the homes 
that were built by Habitat for 
Humanity in 2012 and 2013.  
I spoke with Lare Bougonou, wife 
of Batana and mother of Zakiya. 
They originally came to Hartford 
and Asylum Hill from the West 
African country of Togo in 2006 
when they won a Diversity Immigration Visa. They chose Hartford because 
Batana’s brother was already here. Their first apartment was on S. Marshall 
St., where they stayed for one year. From there they moved to Collins St 
where they stayed until, the opportunity to apply for the Habitat for 
Humanity homeownership program came along.  
They have experienced first hand the changes on S. Marshall St in the five 
years they were away and in Lare’s words, “when we first came here it was 
(the) worst; compared to then, it’s much, much better!”  
Lare worked in a communications center in Lomé and Batana was a driver. 
Now she is a Certified Nursing Assistant and he is working at Home Goods 
Warehouse in Bloomfield. 
They are enjoying life in Asylum Hill and on S. Marshall St and getting to 
know their neighbors better all the time. Zakiya, their daughter was born here 
and attends Achievement First Hartford Academy.  
They also feel very much at home here as five of the sixteen Habitat homes are 
owned by West African immigrant families and another will be moving in 
soon.   
When asked what she liked best about living here she was quick to mention 
school. “There are so many opportunities here, that aren’t around the world. 
One of them is school. Schools are open for everybody; if you’re rich, poor; 
you can go to school. Some where’s it’s not like that.” 
A good reminder of the importance of education and how we can keep 
learning even from people we’ve just met. 


