
A New Senior Minister at AHCC 
 
Asylum Hill Congregational Church 
celebrated the installation of their 10th 
Senior Minister in their more than 150 
year history on Sunday January 27th. 
And celebrate they did! At a church 
where beautiful music is a given, they 
went above and beyond, including two 
world premiers, Festival Te Deum 
composed by Dan Campolieta, the 
former organist at the church and 
Fanfare by Matthew Weisher a section 
leader in the Chancel Choir. 
The festivities were well founded, as Erica Thompson is the first female Senior Minister in 
the church’s more than 150 year history, as well as the first Associate Minister to be chosen 
to be Senior Minister.   
Rev. Erica came to AHCC in 2006 serving with Rev Gary Miller, then the Senior Minister. 
In that time she has developed a deep and genuine love for this church and its people, and 
they for her.  
The ceremony included eight other UCC ministers, Rev. Kari Nicewander and Rev. Isaac 
Lawson, both from Immanuel Congregational Church just down the road; Rev. Eric Fistler 
from First Congregational Church of Crystal Lake in Illinois and who had previously 
served at West Suffield Congregational Church, and knew Rev. Erica from Seminary; Rev. 
John Collins a former Transitional Minister at AHCC; the Rev. Terry Martinson retired 
from Old South Union Church Weymouth MA where Rev. Erica served before AHCC; 
Rev. Tamara Moreland, a Regional Conference Minister; as well as Rev. Erica Avena, 
Transitional Assoc. Minister and Rev. Mia Douglas, Director of Discipleship, at AHCC. 
Others from AHCC included Jack Pott, Director of Music & Arts, Susan Carroll, Organist 
and Music Associate, and several of the members of the Church. 
The sanctuary was filled with members of the church, the community and former staff and 
friends intent on celebrating this milestone for both AHCC and Rev. Erica. Rabbi Michael 
Pincus read the Scripture reading from the Old Testament in both Hebrew and English,  
and Hannah Stohler and Dahlia Rivera read the Gospel reading first in English and then 
in Spanish. Then Rev. Eric Fistler delivered a moving Sermon titled Take Up Your Stone 
based on a passage from the book of Joshua.  
This was followed by the Rite of Installation, which included a Presentation of Rev. Erica, 
an Exhortation that quoted St. Paul, a Covenant spoken first by Rev. Erica and then by the 
members of the Church, followed by the prayer of Installation and the Declaration. 
Next came the Charge to the Congregation by Rev. Collins, a care and feeding of their new 
Senior Minister, and then the Charge to the Pastor by Rev. Martinson, words of advice and 
encouragement for the new Senior Minister.  
All of this only lays out the proceedings. It would be nearly impossible to describe the spirit 
of joyous celebration that infused the entire event. 



For more photos of the Installation go to;  https://photos.app.goo.gl/BVb6iXy5fH7k6ftk9  
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