
Plimpton House to Become Homeownership Opportunity 

On Friday June 4th at 11:00am a small crowd had gathered on the front lawn of the 
Plimpton House. Given the podium, the PA speakers and the number of cameras present, 
it would be something important. It was better than that. It was a press announcement by 
The Hartford to show the newest acquisition by NINA of an historic 19th Century mansion 
that will become an owner occupied home in the next 12 months. 
After being introduced by AnnMarie LeBreck, Vice President of Media, Public & 
Community Relations, Christopher Swift, Chairman and CEO of the Hartford spoke 
about the importance of homeownership in Asylum Hill and The Hartford’s longstanding 
commitment to the City and especially Asylum Hill.  
He referred to the commitment from last Fall marking their 100th year in Asylum Hill to  
commit $10 million over five years into Asylum Hill. Then he announced that in addition, 
they would contribute $1 million to NINA, which should enable the renovation of 
approximately 24 additional owner-occupied historic homes.  
Next to speak was Mayor Luke Bronin. He thanked The Hartford for their longstanding 
commitment to both the City and Asylum Hill. He also mentioned that the City was also 
committing $7 million of Federal funds received toward nonprofits like NINA working to 
expand homeownership in Hartford.  
The last to speak was Ken Johnson, Executive Director of NINA. He began by telling about 
the importance of the Plimpton House in the life of Mark Twain, and that Twain’s editor 
lived across the street at the time and the influence that the Plimpton House had on Twain 
and his own house. Interestingly, the Plimpton house had a billiard room, and there’s 
reason to believe that Twain and Plimpton played billiards together there. 
All this is very encouraging news for AHNA and for Asylum Hill. Considering the 
challenges of the past fifteen months, it was wonderful to see nearly 50 people gathered 
together live, and Chris Swift said as much when he commented that this was his first live 
outdoor event since the lockdown began.  
Add this to the Strategic Plan effort, and there is a lot to look forward to in the months 
and years to come.  For more photos of the event, go to: https://bit.ly/2TKEO6L  

https://bit.ly/2TKEO6L

