
S. Marshall Gets a Little Free Library 
 
There’s been a free food pantry in front of 202 Laurel St for several years now, and it’s 
gotten a lot of use. But it’s not the only nourishment that’s needed. So September 4th was 
the day that everything came together, most especially the weather, to allow the installation 
of the Little Free Library on S. 
Marshall St. It has been a plan 
for many months to supplement 
the occasional “Pop-up” events 
on South Marshall St that 
provide food and information 
along with books, especially the 
books, to the parents and 
children who live there. The 
Little Free Libraries have been 
turning up all across the country, 
to foster reading skills and the 
knowledge that comes with 
them.  They’re needed here in Asylum Hill as well. Hopefully this will complement the free 
food pantry on Laurel St. 
It was not a quiet event. The location was selected and approved early on, and then after 
the rains had softened the soil a bit, the hole was dug that morning. Flyers were posted 
letting everyone know that the “pop-up” would be happening that afternoon from 5:00 – 
6:30pm. So when the library on a pole arrived, the children were already there to help put 
it in place. At the same time the various tables were set up for all the other services that are 
usually offered, especially those that are most timely now like participating in the Census, 
and registering to vote. 
Given the time of year, Louisa was there with a harvest of fresh vegetables to be shared, 
tomatoes especially. David MacDonald, AHNA’s Executive Director, has a table with 

AHNA Literature, including applications 
for anyone interested, to become a 
member of AHNA. 
Christiane Pimentel, from Wheeler Clinic 
came with school supplies and dozens of 
backpacks in a variety of colors to 
distribute to the children as well.  
Just as we were getting ready to close up 
for the evening Nancy Rion noticed the 
rainbow in the eastern sky. We took that 
as a sign of an auspicious conclusion to a 
good effort and a good day.  More photos 
are at http://bit.ly/LFLsmarshall  

http://bit.ly/LFLsmarshall

