
Volunteer of the Month – Wheeler Clinic & Greater Hartford Legal Aid 
 
One of the ironies of the 
Pandemic relief package, and the 
CARES Act, especially for those 
hardest hit and most in need of 
assistance, was that to qualify they 
needed to have filed with the IRS. 
Often the poorest with no real 
income, don’t file because they 
don’t have any taxes to pay.  
However access to the grant 
money in the CARES Act requires 
people to file so that the IRS has 
them in the system in order to 
send them funds. For some 
families this could be more than 
$10,000.  For those with nothing 

more than an emergency flip phone and very few minutes per month this is an impossibly high 
bar to clear. 
This is where Greater Hartford Legal Aid (GHLA), Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
and Wheeler Clinic joined together to address the problem.  
GHLA with offices on the 3rd floor of 999 Asylum had stopped meeting clients at their offices 
when the pandemic began. They were trying to help mostly over the phone. Not surprisingly it 
wasn’t working out very efficiently. As the IRS deadline for filing drew near, it became clear that 
many would miss the filing and as a result thousands of dollars of much needed federal funds. 
Wheeler Clinic had already been reaching out to the community with free vaccines and testing 
and had added hours from 9:00 to 1:00 on Saturday for those who needed it, so they offered 
space to GHLA and several VITA volunteers in their lobby and a second floor office.  
Flyers were created and AHNA distributed them a few days before at the stores on Farmington 
Ave and around the neighborhood.  
People started showing up an hour and a half early, and everyone who arrived before 1:00pm 
was able to file electronically at one of the six stations set up.  In all, 58 members of the 
community will be receiving CARES Act funds as a result, and 35 received vaccines. All in all, it 
was a very productive Saturday morning.  
Kevin Musco, a first year student at UCONN Law School came up from his home in Orange CT 
to volunteer for the morning. He was out front with the computer, signing people in, and he was 
impressed with the number of people who came and patiently waited for the much-needed 
assistance. While we know how many were helped, we don’t know how many were missed. For 
other opportunities to volunteer contact David MacDonald at AHNA  exdir@asylumhill.org 
More photos are available at: http://bit.ly/Wheelertaxclinic  
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