Federal Vaccine Mandate Update

1) E.O 14021 (Vaccine Mandate). ACEC sent the attached letter to the White House seeking additional flexibility to implement E.O. 14042. ACEC was joined in the letter by the American Road & Transportation Builders Association, the American Subcontractors Association, Independent Electrical Contractors, the National Society of Professional Surveyors, and others. 
 
The supports the goal of the President’s policy and agree that vaccinations are essential to controlling the spread of the virus and restoring a sense of normalcy to society and the economy. However, the fast-approaching deadline is proving very challenging to the built environment community, leading to significant disruptions and the likelihood of delayed projects. ACEC has asked for more flexibility with respect to testing, consistency of enforcement by agencies and clearer guidance as booster shots become more widely available.
 
2) The Safer Federal Workforce Taskforce published updated guidance for federal contractors. It provides updates to areas such as: 
· Circumstances that the CDC recommends delaying vaccination for COVID-19.
· What medical conditions does the CDC consider a contraindication to vaccination with COVID-19 vaccines.
· Extensions to the deadline for vaccination due to a documented medical necessity even if the contractor employee does not meet the legal definition of “disability” to be entitled to an accommodation.
 
The updated guidance can be found HERE.
 
3) While the OSHA Emergency Temporary Standard (ETS) continues to be reviewed by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA), on Friday, ACEC met with OMB/OIRA and the Department of Labor/OSHA to lay out the challenges members continue to face in preparing for this ETS. ACEC shared the difficulties member firms are experiencing filling key roles, especially in the mid-senior range -- which will lead to delayed projects and greater disruption and raised concerns over the potentially high costs of testing, the availability of testing kits and made clear how much of design and engineering work is done outdoors, which they took an interest in and requested further explanation.
 
OIRA continues to schedule meetings with industry stakeholder groups, causing a likelihood of the release of the ETS to be pushed further out. 





