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As I write this article, we’re still in the midst of incredibly unchartered territory caused by the COVID19 pandemic.   The short-term optimistic view is grounded in the fact that construction services are deemed part of the essential business sector and green lighted to work through the initial response.  Congress is responding with much needed financial resources to preserve our workforce and the Governor is making plans for how Louisiana re-opens for business.   We are more fortunate than most.   
The realistic long-term view, however, is that while our industry can capably adapt to remote work and increased safety protocols, a protracted stay at home order will adversely impact the pipeline of projects.
Can our industry manage and successfully endure this crisis?  Yes.  Our industry is reliable and resilient and needed during the response and the recovery.  We have been here before and are positioned to survive.  The best antidote to a contracting economy is public investment in infrastructure.  Putting people to work designing and constructing.  I am confident there will be more resources to help struggling cities and states and funding dedicated specifically to infrastructure in the future economic stimulus packages.  And we will be here to serve our clients.

Since time immemorial, engineering has utilized applied knowledge to find the optimum solution to problems.  This will be no different.  We will be expected to be more careful and more creative in how we design future projects.  We will guide our clients into planning and executing in the new world order.  Now is the time engineering gets to flex its innovative muscle.  To deliver solutions that are forward thinking, and adaptable to changing human behaviors and economic realities.  We will counsel and help our clients re-orient and re-imagine how they move forward.  We will be more relevant than ever.  

These are indeed challenging times, but we’ve faced challenging times before. The Louisiana A/E/C industry mobilized after devastating hurricanes and floods and rebounded from economic recessions.  We are confident in our ability to do it again.  We can and will make Louisiana stronger, smarter and more resilient.

Before, during and after this crisis, ACECL is here with you.  We understand your challenges. We will not stop advocating on your behalf and keeping you informed.  ACECL is walking this journey with you. We’re here to help get answers and continue to be the voice for the industry.  Visit our website:  www.acecl.org for resources and the latest information.  Together we will weather this storm and, in the process, demonstrate our value and our continued place in the arena.




