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The ACECL State Political Advocacy Committee, comprised of the members of the ACECL State PAC Founders Circle, held its first meeting on January 16, 2020 to continue the process of establishing and inaugurating ACECL’s State PAC.
Participating:

2

Doreen Brasseaux
Kurt Evans
Ann Trappey
Jerry Lazenby
Brad Graff
Vernon Meyer
Kenny Smith

Doreen Brasseaux gave an overview of the actions to date:
· Contract executed with Burland & Maloy to file all state and federal documents to create the ACECL State PAC.
· Established ACECL bank account separate from ACECL’s bank for all State Pac contributions.
· Following documents created/filed:
· State of Organization
· Tax ID secured
· Board of Ethics PAC registration
· Bylaws drafted

After a brief discussion of the benefits of establishing a PAC, the Committee reviewed the draft bylaws and discussed the need to establish in the bylaws or policy, the criteria for how funds will be distributed including offices supported (Ex:  governor/legislators) and criteria for support (Ex:  key committee membership/demonstrated/vocalized support of ACECL public policy issues)
The Committee discussed to what extent/ how much the PAC could support candidates.  The committee felt that establishing in bylaws or policy the distribution priorities will signify to the general membership of the PAC (all individuals contributing) the priorities/limitations of contributions as it is not likely that the PAC will generate enough resources to support all candidates statewide.  
The Committee decided that including PAC contributions as an ACECL invoice check off was the easiest and most reliable means of securing contributions.  The Committee asked for more information on how much would be needed to adequately support the prioritized candidates.  Doreen will request the ACECL board consider at its February meeting a request from the Committee to approve adding State PAC contribution check off on the Dues Invoice.  Amount of the check off to be determined by the Committee.
The Committee voted to appoint State PAC Officers: Kurt Evans, Chair; Kenny Smith, Vice Chair Ann Trappey, Trustee and Doreen Brasseaux, Treasurer.   
The Committee suggested the annual State Pac Committee meeting be held in conjunction with the ACECL Fall Conference.

Doreen will coordinate a follow-up meeting/call with Jimmy Burland to review the draft By-laws and for the committee to establish the level of suggested ACECL State Pac dues checkoff.

Founder’s Circle membership ($2,000 contribution):


Doreen Brasseaux
Kurt Evans
Ann Trappey
Jerry Lazenby
Brad Graff
Vernon Meyer
Kenny Smith
Michael Songy
Bryant Hammett
Bill Fenstermaker







