
COVID-19 Update: Grand Rounds

Sherrill Brown, MD
Medical Director, Infection Prevention

10/11/2021



2

Main Points of Discussion

• URI, COVID Testing and COVID Vaccine Data
• Do COVID Vaccines cause more people to die than COVID?

• Myth Buster
• Flu Vaccines So Far
• If we have time…

• Further clarifications on Boosters vs 3rd Dose
• Update on Monoclonal antibody
• Upcoming in October.

• Questions



350 URI visits/day, highest in peds <11
Demand going Down slightly



800-900 tests/wk, <2% Positivity Rate
Demand going down a slightly



COVID Vaccines and Boosters Due



Patient Flu Vaccines, Far Behind last 2 Years







Unvaccinated Related Mortality due to 
COVID-19

• Average of 1000 
people dying per 
day of COVID-19 
infection now of 
COVID-19

• Over 707K people 
have died of COVID 
since March 2020 in 
the US



CA Mortality rate from COVID, Vaccinated vs Unvaccinated



Vaccine related adverse events in Canada



Deaths following COVID vaccine: 161 in 10 months
2.9 per 1 million people vaccinated



US Mortality after COVID-19 Vaccine
Dec 14, 2020-Oct 4, 2021

Deaths following Vaccine
• 8,390 deaths following vaccine/396 million vaccines given
• 8,390 deaths in 294 days
• 21 deaths following the vaccine/million vaccines given, (0.002%)

COVID-19 Infection related Deaths
• 294 days, average of 500 deaths/day=147,000 deaths
• If 98% of deaths are in unvaccinated=144,060 deaths related to unvaccinated COVID mortality
• 441 COVID-19 deaths/million people in the US overall in that time period (0.04% overall fatality 

rate) 
• 10,000 deaths/million people infected in the US in that time period (1% case fatality rate)
• 20.5 times more likely to die of COVID overall regardless of infection status than getting the 

vaccine.
• 476 times more likely to die of COVID if infected than dying following the vaccine

• Chance of sudden death from 
getting out of bed 1.8/million

• Chance of dying as a passenger 
in a car crash 29/million



Patient Flu Vaccines, Far Behind last 2 Years



Topics for Discussion
• Boosters approved for Pfizer >18, 6 mo out with comorbidities, age >65 

or high occupational risk
• 3rd doses approved for Pfizer and Moderna in immune compromised 

hosts >28 days out
• Monoclonal ab approved for COVID treatment and COVID prophylaxis 

but with shortages, just use for treatment right now
• Upcoming in October:

• Approval for Moderna and Janssen for boosters
• Approval for Pfizer for 5-11 year olds by Halloween
• Approval for Merck pill to treat COVID in high risk people



Questions?• CDC COCA Calls
• IDSA/Clinician Calls Every Other Week
• SHEA Weekly TownHall
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