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Main Points of Discussion

• Vaccines for Immune Suppressed Individuals
• Upcoming Booster Recommendations
• Testing for Unvaccinated Staff
• Vaccine Requirements at AltaMed
• Vaccine Recommendations for Pregnant and Breastfeeding 

Women
• Update to Safe Environment: Gatherings at Work
• Update on Treatment with Monoclonal Ab for underinsured
• Questions









1. Individuals must be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 and have completed their vaccine series 28 
days or more from their last COVID-19 vaccine. 

2. Fully vaccinated is defined as prior 2 doses of Pfizer or Moderna vaccines. At this time there is 
not an approval for booster vaccines for Johnson and Johnson vaccines.  

3. Fully vaccinated individuals with the following conditions may start scheduling appointments for 
booster doses of the COVID-19 vaccine to begin on Monday, August 16th, 2021. 

History of Solid Organ Transplant  
History of Bone Marrow or Stem Cell Transplant 
Current Cancer or on Chemotherapy 
HIV 
Chronic Steroid Use for 1 Month of More 
Use of Immune Modulating Therapies Such as Rituximab 
Kidney Disease Requiring Dialysis 
Presence of Cirrhosis 
Inherited or Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndromes link 

4. The booster vaccine must be of the same brand as the prior complete series. For example: fully 
vaccinated with Moderna must then receive a 3rd dose of the Moderna vaccine.  

5. COVID-19 vaccine may be given with other non-COVID vaccines.  
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Process for Scheduling 3rd Dose

• HIV/AIDS patients can be directly scheduled
• Other patients are being scheduled with providers
• Providers counsel patients
• If need 3rd dose then have support staff schedule patient for 3rd dose
• Front office team is working on labeling the third dose appointment, if 

you have trouble scheduling escalate to manager
• Attestation form should be signed by patients prior to getting dose

• English and Spanish versions
• Updated EUA for patients and providers for Moderna and Pfizer, make 

sure that packet is updated, if not take it apart and put in the correct 
EUA

• Will be documented as a 3rd dose



Upcoming Boosters

• Anticipated recommendation that people that are 8 mo or more 
out from mRNA vaccines should get a 3rd dose

• This group includes Healthcare workers, 1st Responders and 
Nursing Home patients.

• Key, subtract 8 from Month. September (9-8=1), People fully 
vaccinated January or Before should get 3rd dose.

• Will likely come out mid-September.
• Johnson and Johnson still waiting, we are held to EUA standards



Testing Undervaccinated Staff
• Starting August 18th, those that are unvaccinated or not fully 

vaccinated will need to be tested twice per week
• We will be using COVID antigen testing, 
• Testing will be done at worksite
• EUA authorized test so need to provide EUA for staff that are being 

tested.
• Expiration date may show they are already expired, FDA extended 

the expiration date so they are still good, Supply Chain is monitoring 
this closely

• Vaccines will be made available onsite where vaccines are being 
stored for employee COVID-19 vaccine



Vaccine Requirements for Staff
• All AltaMed Staff will need to be fully vaccinated by Sept 30th 2021
• Policy getting approved by the board but we are following Governor Newsom’s 

Health Officer Order from July 26th, 2021 and August 5th, 2021.
• Need to have 2 doses of mRNA or 1 dose of Janssen vaccine before Sept 30th, 

2021. 
• Exemption Attestation sent out to all undervaccinated staff
• Medical Exemption will be considered for absolute contraindications for the 

vaccine
• Those with Anaphylactic  or allergic reaction to mRNA vaccine, should be 

considered for Janssen vaccine
• Other medical reasons for exemption will be reviewed by Committee.
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COVID Vaccine in Pregnant and 
Breastfeeding Individuals

• No safety signals from updated data in pregnant and 
breastfeeding people

• Antibodies protect baby from COVID-19 similar to Flu 
vaccine and Tdap vaccine

• CDC, FDA, ACOG and Society of MFM endorse vaccine 
for this population

• Recommend mRNA vaccine (Moderna or Pfizer) due 
to risk of thrombosis in Female <50 population



Safe Environment Update:
Gathering at Work

Sherrill Brown, MD
Director, Infection Prevention
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Questions?• CDC COCA Calls
• IDSA/Clinician Calls Every Other Week
• SHEA Weekly TownHall
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