
 

COVID-19 Huddle  Notes                                  7/6/21 

Government Relations  

Top News Lines 

Federal 

 President Biden used his Fourth of July speech to declare the nation’s emergence from its pandemic 

nightmare a collective victory — and urged Americans to do their patriotic duty by getting 

vaccinated. More info here.  

 According to the NY Times, Twenty states and the District of Columbia have met President Joe 

Biden's Fourth of July goal of vaccinating 70% or more of adults with at least one dose of COVID-19 

vaccine. Puerto Rico and Guam have also met the goal. California, Illinois, and New York have all met 

the goal. Vermont remains the national leader in vaccination. More info here.  

 White House pandemic response coordinator Jeff Zients noted that the U.S. government is ready to 

deploy booster shots if scientists and health officials determine they’re needed in the fight against 

Covid-19. With increases in cases in parts of the U.S. linked to low vaccination rates and the more-

contagious delta variant that’s spreading throughout the nation, Zients said the administration will 

push ahead with encouraging young people and others to get shots. More info here. 

 Dr. Anthony Fauci noted that more than 99 percent of the people who died from COVID-19 in June 

were not vaccinated, calling the loss of life “avoidable and preventable.” “If you look at the number 

of deaths, about 99.2 percent of them are unvaccinated. About 0.8 percent are vaccinated” More 

info here.  

 In the past two weeks, medical experts started to question whether the Johnson & Johnson vaccine 

would be as effective as the two-dose Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna vaccine in protecting against the 

delta variant that is poised to become the dominant strain in the U.S. But data released Thursday 

night by Johnson & Johnson showed that the vaccine remains highly protective against the delta 

variant and immunity may be long-lasting. More info here. 

 

State 

 According to the state’s variant tracker, the delta variant has gained momentum and accounted for 

35.6% of cases sequenced in June. That’s a big jump from May, when it accounted for only 5.6% of 

cases sequenced, and April, at 2.1%. Until now, the alpha variant was the dominant variant. More 

info here.  

 California’s highest COVID infection rates shift to rural counties. Counties with relatively low rates of 

vaccination reported much higher rates of covid infections and deaths in May and June than 

counties with high vaccination rates. More info here.  

Local 

   LA County 

https://connect.kff.org/e2t/tc/MXhzcg543RNW1nc01W6sg8x9W6P_DFt4tHf82N4nN_dN3p_b1V1-WJV7CgN24W8wgN_V3hvc8RW8zq8RF7qb2-5W7pvJq957wqwMW4CXHgx73_gBtN8KlPnsL7jq-W7DKB_06ZJWmWW560dGP7wMZ3GW99DRBQ7VCglJVxr4MC5PL6RMW6bBkFq6tXdWqW6dM0_56hMzrFW6f9zkw2D6-FjN5GnFWhjgcRpW1np-jx8tc9SbN7sHlPh4QCSpW91Wbr31NyVyfW2mFk6_7wKFGBW4FcxBx2hmHwrW3BP9kT1yH49kN7Fr6SVJcBF-VznVvn8P0F0KW4T0nF01gn8RHVgfdSW4hFWL8W4Kp2l36HN6PyN77SH4rDKvvjW4Bqc5v4wyBBTW6vVxTY61ts96W2cY8dk5MWdBSW2wRYN953J12TW63xf4m2wG7KC34yd1
https://connect.kff.org/e2t/tc/MXhzcg543RNW1nc01W6sg8x9W6P_DFt4tHf82N4nN_bJ5nxG7V3Zsc37CgQF-VwklHK1PJhczW2tH6gS4GC5Q-W6zMMNQ6MQs6lW2Qp0F07Mp9kPW8yrxHc6MY5s5W3BBwhC1vV_gzW5cv3r53-FSWSW73xp3H982N8NW51qYgk6W4hBLW1zcWWm7TvL57W5Z5x8018PngcW2wx3vX6zZw9jW7qDJcb2phwgtW4fHM_-5PGYzvW31k26547qnSnW5CkgTC1zhj29W6vNjMr64QQ7GW990Jf-38784GW2QptL25h3SmNW1qgxnr5Fvzn9W7qlgY47v0pBvW4H7S4V5qcKgzW7YL7l61NGvvHN7fC7w-4qX3FN6-XXk25KK1sW18RWff7BryR_W7MZ7R-3Yty1KW7Kyj4J8T3NXnN7BJ4bw2LcS7W4t8b533JqGvrW6CCytC6t3yq3W2j99SK2HwjnQ39b61
https://connect.kff.org/e2t/tc/MXhzcg543RNW1nc01W6sg8x9W6P_DFt4tHf82N4nN_b_5nxGrV3Zsc37CgJlMW1yJx6Y7fYBKnW2z1grK66W5RLVCvjfj55Nd-SW4cHr5Q6WT-TTW6Klcv11ysBHqVpHdxn88qnHqW7scwtX6WZCB_W90FYMt4S4pTmW4zpC3t4Xdh5fW8pTJrv4VrCylW2F2tW373GJ84VV1kdd1rZW3TW1pQB8c2ML0jsN1TwlXcHvVGWW8QnS7c8sZBdZW3lxy6N3jHLHhW1GpFFC371yqnN7X4Z9syTQy1W5LD_Ml7t-mMzN1N5855l7TthW3h8dc9587LSPW1dqDrZ2_ClJ0W2BfDRG9bR76cW5RFjx33w8c97N4mT8ftDM_BzVLLVCq5khnx4W5V9Dss20fkwBW9hm0xw7xLGYXW7TZZzg5dGL5lW1fsNH696tH0NW1h6-Cf9fw3TQN4lz5YWGv3PDW4vkCws2sD8TyW4kwD7y9ktCFv38821
https://connect.kff.org/e2t/tc/MXhzcg543RNW1nc01W6sg8x9W6P_DFt4tHf82N4nN_b_5nxGrV3Zsc37CgTMKVthWpq7YtlQ6W4kSdR42w3jLhW1jzM396xy24VW8DXksF6YsFy1W5zzMlp8Rf69QW8jZMV58JXXFRW8T--Pc6H8b5LW2bsn0L3bZp9-W90ZrtY3rsBf-VS9lmV4-k0R3W5RWFB02dcG83W8xbXqx9j0qLDW63Wq6j7MqBd_W16B9t94N1dNFW3LGK9r6njg0kW2VvC4V2LB2BXN4S_k7gG_RtbW2FhpWQ3hLLc5W5Fv0ns22f-_pW53cfCC2z5wSjW180Qks2HvnPHN6Kh5SdTrYSkW2qXxtl3984GWN21SzmMDqTr3W5Y1G2499Vj0nW7Lyl8M2jcNC_VM1WrV5qxGrSW4TRffV5kcHRVT-Cgr5JLrNyW3tcgwm3cMFg0N2yyG7Lr7h7nW7NN-7B6wpN-ZVqW3pS3nN93QW78ZwWl3n2HgV3qjJ1
https://khn.org/news/article/new-research-finds-jj-vaccine-has-muscle-against-covids-delta-variant/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=138533750&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_KKnsJ-lyUXqs901_HDQuU4wlFgBwJ9FkbT1Nexv67TgTOcEBYLw9lCB4WJGbKdWFFa_LQ-NY2A7p3wopwk6IPBMIu1A&utm_content=138533750&utm_source=hs_email
https://connect.kff.org/e2t/tc/MXhzcg543RNW1nc01W6sg8x9W6P_DFt4tHf82N4nN_bJ5nxG7V3Zsc37CgGWqW2GCKtr8CwjN0W34B6wW1l7G_SW4vtBc16gHfJTW8P2v4h5c2nspW8PFSfn6dX3tvW4bJv653bhRJjW7hD0Ty76MP0GW1Qy6jS5gnn5YW3GsPXv8pRqNqW1GJvtk3PNwy9W2BWFd-1mGzlZVsFT4s6HgLS_W3NG8Sp3jVMM2W8Qz1Vl79rhzcW1GxyH57WqwPCN3KWM0CF-b0MVVzXYR6Kx6KbW3tQgTZ8ZJPwyW8dzMYT2mYsrdV6slnb12XV9rW8Lqz1s89TXNlN7j4vvYpj2jcW3FNTXh2MlDQRW8vdjcn6NQgSbW7mBQtF2gJvW5W6X7Chq57dXF9W1JYQsF3zlwvFW1-22M57K3dxYW7_1HHR3nJ3yqW2B9Cpd21JtT0W1pY9N81kdk9WW5RwF9D7TnXg93kG21
https://www.sacbee.com/news/coronavirus/article252580658.html


 Coronavirus case and hospitalization rates are worsening for Los Angeles County’s Black residents, a 

troubling sign less than a month after California fully reopened its economy. Between mid-May and 

mid-June, the COVID-19 case rate over a two-week-period rose 18% among Black residents but 

declined 4% for Latino residents, 6% for white residents and 25% for Asian Americans. And the 

hospitalization rate for Black residents — who are less likely than other racial and ethnic groups to 

be vaccinated — grew by 11% while declining for Asian American residents by 12%, Latino residents 

by 29% and white residents by 37%. More info here.  

 In LA County, over 68% of those 16 and over have received at least one dose of the vaccine, while 

87% of those 65 and older have received at least one dose of the vaccine. More info here.  

Orange County 

 In Orange County, 1.7 million people are fully vaccinated. Data from this weekend is not yet in, 
so this number may increase. More info here.  

 

Infection Prevention Medical Director  

 Last July 4th there was a higher baseline COVID-19 rate. Following the holiday, there was an increase 

of 40% in the case rate and an increase of 20% in the positivity rate. A way to combat this is by 

having trusted primary healthcare and community leaders endorsing the vaccine. Hoping that this 

will help increase the vaccination rate amongst the Black community.  

 It is important to take any opportunity to get our patients vaccinated. There has been a decrease in 

the hospitalization and vaccination rate in the Latino community at this time but the Latino 

community also has a lower vaccination rate than white and Asian communities.  

 Coronavirus has historically not provided very long lasting immunity for natural infection and the 

Delta variant is no exception. The spike protein is what is changing with these new variants and the 

immunity from prior infections is not strong enough to overcome this variant.  

 It is very important that individuals who have had a natural infection get vaccinated.  

 Those that have had long lasting COVID symptoms can have an improvement in their symptoms 

after vaccination.  

 It is very important that we discuss with our patients how they can obtain the vaccine right then and 

there at their clinic.  

 Please make sure that front office, back office, and all of the providers know the steps that need to 

be taken. We can vaccinate patients and any family members that may need to be vaccinated.  

 This last week we saw a jump to about 4% in the positivity rate from about 1%. This is much lower 

than what was seen in the surge which was about 50% but is still an increase so this is concerning.  

 Please ensure that you are screening patients effectively. Anyone that has COVID symptoms or that 

has been exposed to COVID needs to be in an isolation room.  

 In all healthcare facilities we need to be sure to stay very vigilant. We have not changed any of our 

masking/personal protective equipment yet. We need to be very careful with breaks – taking all the 

precautions. It is preferable to take breaks outside. The majority of older individuals have been 

vaccinated – the majority of hospitalizations and deaths that we are seeing at this point are in 

younger individuals and in those who have not been vaccinated. We need to ensure that everyone is 

vaccinated.  

https://connect.kff.org/e2t/tc/MXhzcg543RNW1nc01W6sg8x9W6P_DFt4tHf82N4nN_b_5nxGrV3Zsc37CgGbRW7nD2Tg4XRyBRW79zXy466RgPMVShYjN2DdhBnW45-gTs1dKNTfW8kxRff82SxX8W46qJjf1YbkYVW3n4M3S8mPfFwW58G3Qb4xyBJ7W6sykgR8nYz0SW99KX118NYMZDW5pGsW12sdDXTW7RB5TS2Dr_N-W4vvp312KrMLsW1XlwHk7c-yCnVyH_CF9kHNqbW9dV1Ht5jD1tYN3m638WMhc3RVN3cfj4WJL4zW4rBdp46VQcbDVpsf1Q29fHmrN12BLqVc0fqbN6S6ckGfm5qWW2KL_Yc6R32BpW654rtd8CmfbjN4bT70ll8C39W8Cp2Dm4dlT8HVwyRk57wKV9_W5NdzM84lNyq8W3rJtJ6431HBqW2ZtbpS3S9lMkV5yWDZ3tM-PMW76NKwZ5cNw4sW3jZ6z18fwwjfW2WG4SQ5F4Sx12xD1
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/coronavirus/vaccine/vaccine-dashboard.htm
https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/vaccines-administered-oc


Human Resources  

 Q3 Mandatory training was launched this week and includes the Code of Conduct; HIPAA; 
General Compliance & Fraud, Waste, and Abuse; and the Conflict of Interest modules.  Please 
make sure your staff completes by the deadline of September 10. 

 Please remind your employees if they are experiencing symptoms of illness, they should be 
calling  or emailing Employee Health and not coming in person to see them.  Symptomatic 
people need to be honest when completing the Qualtrics survey and follow the instructions that 
pop up to not report to work and contact Employee Health. 

 Employees who want to get a COVID vaccine should contact Employee Health 
(Employeehealth@altamed.org) or 323-765-6153 to schedule an appointment.  If you have 
submitted the declination but have changed your mind and want to receive a vaccine, please 
contact Employee Health. 

 

 On AltaMed’s end, we have not changed the symptoms since the start of the pandemic. However, 

Dr. Brown will take a look and will update anything that needs to be updated.  

 

mailto:Employeehealth@altamed.org

