
 
My Gifts Matter! 

Throughout the history of Oxford Presbyterian Church, we have been blessed 
with a dedicated and generous congregation. As our heritage evolved, members 
have assumed responsibility to do whatever needed to be done by sharing their 
gifts of time, talent and resources. We are approaching another season of 
stewardship to continue that heritage. While stewardship is practiced throughout 
each year, now is a good time to take stock of our own time, our own talents and 
our own resources and determine how these gifts might matter in the continued 
life of Oxford Presbyterian Church. 

Over the next few weeks, we will focus on four areas of ministry that combine to 
define who we are. This year we have analyzed our comprehensive budget to 
determine the degree to which we support our worship function, our mission 
responsibilities, our fellowship opportunities and our Christian education efforts. 
The figures are derived from last year’s budget and are presented with respect to 
distribution into each category of Christian witness.  

Our worship experience comes in many forms and from many places. 
Worshiping our God is fundamental to our role as Christians. Most of everything 
we do is a statement of our worship but here we respond to our formal practice of 
worship which is supported by approximately 35% of the budget. We are 
fortunate to have leaders who inform, inspire, instruct and encourage as we learn 
from the Word of God. That Word might come from a well-prepared sermon or 
from the beauty of our ministry of music. It might also come from individual 
testimonials or from personal reflection. It is the spiritual food that sustains and 
directs us. Your gifts have secured outstanding and committed ministers, an 
exceptional choir which is enhanced by the talents of student interns, a beautiful 
and sacred worship space and a congregation filled with the spirit as they carry 
God’s message into their daily lives. 

God tells us in Romans 12:4 that “we are many people, but in Christ we are all 
one body.” Our ministry of mission invites us to view those in our community and 
throughout the world as our brothers and sisters. Those lessons we learn in 
worship are applied in mission as we seek to extend our gifts for the benefit of all 



God’s people. We serve those in our community through our support for such 
programs as Habitat for Humanity, community dinners, the Backpack Program 
and Tuesday Clubhouse for at-risk Oxford children. Additionally, we reach out to 
the world through youth mission experiences, Rise Against Hunger food supplies 
for the Dominican Republic, and partnerships with churches in Colombia and 
Russia. Your gifts, which represent 22% of our budget, matter for our ministry of 
outreach both locally and throughout the world. 

We also please God as we support each other through many opportunities to 
come together in fellowship. He wants us to “rejoice with them that do rejoice” 
(Romans 12:15).  Fellowship encourages us to share our experiences and 
celebrate our communal relationships as we not only worship together but share 
who we are with friends in faith within a wide variety of venues. Whether we 
gather for meals, participate in small group discussions, view a film together or 
simply informally enjoy common interchange, we are doing God’s work. Your 
gifts (20% of our budget) make it possible to establish opportunities for 
fellowship.   

The youth of our church represent our future. Like plants in the soil we must 
carefully sow the seeds of faith and nurture their growth as we ensure that we 
pass along a thriving community to the next budding generation of caring 
Christians. Christian education is the path we are obligated to provide to ensure 
that our church is inherited by those to come. Additionally, we need to provide 
continuing education for our congregants of all ages as we strive to become a 
better church today which promises a better church tomorrow. While it is 
tempting to define Christian education in terms of our commitment to church 
school and Bible school experiences, we are universally thirsting to increase our 
knowledge for Christian growth throughout our religious existence. Our recent 
narrative budget reveals that we dedicate 23% of our resources for Christian 
education. Your gifts matter as we support this essential component of our 
Christianity. 

During this stewardship season, we hope that you will take a prayerful look at the 
gifts you have been given and consider those gifts you might be able and willing 
to extend for the important work associated with God’s plan for our church. Your 
gifts may be of your time, your talents and your financial resources and you will 
know that Your Gifts Matter! 
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