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JoAnne was born in Steamboat Springs, Colorado where her father had taken 
up farming. She was the eldest of five children. JoAnne was blessed with perfect 
pitch and began playing piano at age 4. When in 4th grade, she also took up the 
flute. She played for groups such as the Lions as she was growing up.  She was 
also very gifted academically and left high school early to attend Colorado State 
University in Ft. Collins, where she majored in Chemistry. She graduated with a 
BS in Chemistry in 1946.  She then went to Colorado University Medical School 
in Denver where she earned an MS in Biochemistry in 1948. By the time she was 
22 she had earned two degrees, had experience as a lab assistant teaching the 
returning veterans on the GI Bill, and she continued her musical activities. 
  
JoAnne then went to Harvard where she was a technician in the Nutrition 
Department. There she met her future husband, Dwain D. Hagerman, then a 
student in Harvard Medical School. JoAnne and Dwain were married in 1950, 
and JoAnne continued working until Dwain got his MD degree. 
  
They then moved to Chicago for Dwain’s residency, where Douglas, their first 
child was born in 1951. In 1953, JoAnne published a ground-breaking research 
paper in the Journal of Biochemistry on Cholesterol Metabolism, in which she 
showed that the body made its own Cholesterol and was only marginally affected 
by Cholesterol ingested from food. That same year they moved to Dugway, Utah 
where Dwain was involved in military research. Their second child, Ann, was 
born there in 1954. The family was in Dugway from 1953-1955. 
  
Ruth, their third child, was born in Boston in 1958 while Dwain was a teaching 
fellow at Harvard in the Biochemistry Department. John, their fourth child was 
born in Canberra, Australia in 1961 while the Hagermans were there on a 
Fulbright grant.   
  
JoAnne is especially proud of all her children who have become very 
accomplished adults: Doug was a computer scientist, now retired. And in his 
retirement, he has taken up high school teaching and mentoring. Ann Hagerman 
earned her Ph.D. in Biochemistry. She specializes in the study of tannins and 
teaches at Miami University here in Oxford. Ruth Hagerman has a Ph.D. from the 
University of Texas in Austin. She is an archaeologist and also an anthropologist 
and a nutritionist in Shelbourne, Vt. She has just completed helping build a public 
library in Shelbourne.  John got his Ph.D. from Carnegie-Mellon University in 
Electrical Engineering. He has become a software engineer working in Boston. 
  



After their work at Harvard, JoAnne and Dwain returned to Colorado, where 
Dwain became a Professor in the University of Colorado Medical School in 
Denver. He specialized in biochemical research and developed a treatment for 
an Estrogen trigger, which has proved beneficial to his own granddaughter. 
Dwain retired in 1988.  
  
Music has always been important to JoAnne and her family. Dwain played the 
French horn, and all of the members of the family played one or more 
instruments. JoAnne organized a family orchestra as the children were growing 
up, so there was always music in the family.  
  
While Dwain was teaching at the University of Colorado Medical School, JoAnne 
went back to school and earned a Master’s degree in Library Science (MLS). She 
worked in the Medical School library, as long as they were in Denver. Then when 
their second daughter, Ann, announced that she was going to have a baby (nee 
Rosa Hand), the Hagermans agreed to move to Oxford to take up grandparent 
duties. These were very successful, and Rosa, now grown up, has a Ph.D. in 
Nutrition and teaches at Case-Western Reserve University. 
  
Another granddaughter, Doug’s daughter, Margaret A. Hagerman, has just 
published a book entitled White Kids: Growing up with Privilege in a Racially 
Divided America. This book has won the 2019 William J. Goode Book Award, 
given by the Family Section of the American Sociological Association.  Margaret 
is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at Mississippi State 
University.  
  
In addition to grand parenting, once she came to Oxford, JoAnne became the 
librarian at the McCullough-Hyde Hospital for 20 years. While JoAnne was doing 
that, Dwain became an adjunct professor in the biochemistry department at 
Miami.  
  
After Dwain’s death in 1996, JoAnne gave a set of hand-bells to the Oxford 
Presbyterian Church as a memorial to her husband. In a conversation with Kent 
Peterson, Music Director of the Presbyterian Church, I learned that while the 
Barnes were Pastors, there was a bell choir which played for nearly ten years. 
Since then a number of the bell ringers have retired and Kent has not had 
enough people to continue both the bell choir and the regular 
choir.  Nonetheless, the congregation was pleased to have Pam Deahl and 
Candace Crist play the hand bells at the service on November 17, 2019. And 
there is hope to have more concerts in the future. 
  
JoAnne now lives in the assisted living section of the Knolls and has a beautiful 
apartment, which opens on to a lovely garden full of birds. She keeps them well 



fed with her birdfeeder. She still keeps intellectually busy texting her children on 
her computers and playing scrabble. She is very petite, charming and stimulating 
company. 
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