
COLOMBIAN PASTOR ON PEACE  
 
On January 23 Karen Shearer, Robert Smith, Sue Wilson, and Melanie Ziegler 
attended a Miami Presbytery presentation given by Angélica Munera Cervera, 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Cartagena on the North Coast of Colombia.  
Pastor Angélica updated attendees to the current status of the Colombian peace 
accords and her congregation’s special project (PAZES) on teaching children 
how to build peace in their own communities. 
 
Pastor Angélica began her presentation by providing the historical context behind 
Colombia’s 50 years of armed conflict which has resulted in approximately 
250,000 deaths.  Next she focused on the pivotal events related to Colombia’s 
peace plan. She explained how the initial excitement and optimism surrounding 
the peace negotiations in 2012 were greatly diminished when former president 
Alvaro Uribe (2002-2010) forcefully opposed the accords as too soft on the 
FARC.  Reparations in the peace plan had called for returning land to the victims 
with public apologies by members of the FARC. However, Uribe (who by 2014 
had been elected senator) pushed for a no vote on the peace plan.  He argued 
against allowing former FARC leaders to serve in Congress.  On 2 October 2016 
there was a plebiscite to ratify the final agreement that failed narrowly. This led to 
protests against ending the peace process. 
A revised agreement was later achieved under President Juan Manuel Santos, 
but in August 2018 Ivan Duque, the preferred candidate of Uribe, was elected 
president, and he has backed away from many of the peace provisions thereby 
throwing the process into question. 
 
Pastor Angelica noted that changing national politics is beyond her 
congregation’s reach.  She explained that after 50 years of war and violence, the 
adults do not know any other way, and it has been difficult to teach them the 
pathways to forgiveness and reconciliation since many still want revenge and 
punishment for the FARC.  With that reality in mind the members of her 
congregation have created the project PAZES to help nearby children learn how 
to reconcile with each other.  Close by and out of sight from the beautiful tourist 
area of Cartagena lie two small impoverished neighborhoods or barrios- La Paz 
and Palestina.  As a result of poverty and hopelessness, rival gangs have 
emerged in the neighborhoods.  PAZES provides a safe space for 35 children to 
learn how to create peace among themselves and to learn how to forgive others. 
 
The project’s methodology is based on Montessori, and the children sit at a 
peace table or on the floor in a circle.  They talk about their emotions or conflicts 
and work on resolution.  Snacks are also provided since several children have 
arrived hungry.  
 



Pastor Angelica ended her presentation by expressing her pride in all of the 
peace projects of the various Presbyterian churches in the North Coast and her 
gratefulness for the support of the sister churches in the Miami Presbytery. 
Melanie Zeigler 

 


