
COLOMBIAN CONNECTIONS 
 
I was musing over some of our past connections with the country of 
Colombia and thought I should share some of my memories with you.  I 
remember Mary Dodd Hunter who was a champion of Mission and 
Outreach in our congregation teaching us to spell the country Colombia 
with an “o” and not a “u” as in Columbia. 
 
I remember Alexander Steffanell and his wife Carmen Guerrera attending 
our church while they were Miami University students.  Alexander had 
come to Oxford as a representative of the Seventh Church in Barranquilla 
to seal our partnership with our sister church.   
 
While here he became enamored with Miami and then returned as a 
student.  Alexander and Carmen always sat in the pew in front of us and 
our friendship developed as we saw them every Sunday.   
 
On the Sunday after 9/11, the church was packed with grieving worshipers.  
Carmen was crying and she told me her mother had called her and asked 
her to please return to Colombia where she would be safe.  At that time the 
country of Colombia was convulsed in civil war and the Farc and other 
paramilitary groups were creating havoc throughout the country, so it struck 
me as ironic that Carmen’s Mom would think it was safer there than in 
Oxford, OH. 
Carmen and Alexander’s first son, Navín, was born at McCullough Hyde 
Hospital and the congregation pitched in to give them a crib and other 
needed baby items.  Joan Teckman visited Carmen and taught her the 
basics of baby care, which was very helpful to a new mother living so far 
away from her own mother and in a different culture. 
 
Alexander and Carmen moved on to Florida after receiving master’s 
degrees from Miami.  Alexander is now teaching at Lee University in 
Cleveland, Tennessee. 
 
Holly Gage and Melanie Ziegler were the first from our congregation to visit 
our Sister Church in Colombia.  There they met Gina Zabala and an 
exchange of sons was arranged with Holly’s son spending time with Gina’s 
family in Colombia and Gina’s sons spending time with Holly in Ohio and 
attending Kirkmont summer camp.  Gina’s sons Omar David and Mario 
Bolivar have both visited our congregation and given talks. 



 
In 2013, Pastor Mark Barnes, along with Karen Shearer, Connie Everhart, 
Mary Jo McFadden, Deanna Maxwell, and Robert Smith traveled to 
Barranquilla to visit with our Sister Church.   
 
They returned to Oxford with the story of the mission that our sister church 
is reaching out to the displaced women and children in the El Por Fin 
barrio.  
 
 A presentation was given to the OPW fall gathering and a discussion 
followed which sparked the idea that we could apply for a grant from the 
national Presbyterian Women’s organization to propose funding for a new 
building to replace the dilapidated house they were using for the mission 
and outreach activities of our Sister Church. 
 
Johanna and Daniel Nuñez visited our church in January 2014 and we 
discussed the idea of a new building for the mission in El Por Fin.   
 
They were excited about the idea and returned to Colombia to meet with 
the Session of the 7th Church and received their blessing, cooperation, and 
endorsement of the project.  The grant proposal was written and submitted 
for the PW Birthday Offering and was selected for the 2015 national fund 
drive. 
 
The Seventh Church built the new Bethesda Christian Community Center 
with the Birthday Offering money and invited us to attend the dedication of 
the new building. A team consisting of Pastor Lawrence, Robert Smith, 
Karen Shearer, Carol Burkhalter, Dave and Sue Wilson traveled to 
Colombia to attend the dedication of the new building in August 2017.   
 
While in Colombia, we met Sarah Henkens who is a Presbyterian 
missionary in Barranquilla.  She is involved in the young adult volunteers 
project and also peace-making activities.    
 
The Mission and Outreach Committee has decided to sponsor Sarah as 
one of our missionaries.  M & O skyped with Sarah last fall and received an 
update on her activities.  She seemed most excited about teaching conflict 
resolution and peace making among the children. 
 
Sue Wilson 



 
 
 
 
 
 


