
 
SUE’S NOTES FROM COLOMBIA 2017 
 
Thursday, August 31, 2017:  The Bethesda Center is making a difference.  
Our drivers once again picked us up at the appointed time and drove us to 
the Bethesda Center to observe the health fair taking place that morning.  
Tenth grade students from the Nazareth School were there as volunteers 
and several were assigned to us as translators.  They were very anxious to 
try their English and we were impressed with their language skills.  English 
is taught in every grade at the Nazareth School.  
 
Mothers and young children from El Por Fin neighborhood were there for 
the health checks.  A volunteer pediatrician, who was also the parent of a 
Nazareth school student, was there giving physicals.  A volunteer Dentist, 
who was also a parent of a Nazareth school student, was there checking 
children’s teeth.  A barber was giving haircuts to the boys and we 
discovered that he was a math teacher from the Nazareth School.   
 
Students passed out packets containing a cup, comb, toothbrush, and 
toothpaste.  Then they passed out juice, sandwiches, and fruit to the 
children.    Lawrence gave a prayer of thanksgiving for the Bethesda 
Center and the people it serves.  I was overcome with emotion!  God is 
Good! 

 
Volunteer Pediatrician exams a young baby at the Bethesda Center Health 
Fair. 
 



 
Nazareth School Math teacher gives haircuts to the boys at the Bethesda 
Center Health Fair. 
 
Afterwards, we went out to lunch with Gina and Germán Steffanell.  Our 
lunches were paid for by Alexander Steffanell.  We had delicious French 
crepes.  We had some discussion of the Goel project that provides clothing 
and school supplies to the children in El Por Fin. 
 
That afternoon, we met with Gina in a room at our hotel.  We wanted to 
discuss the future of our partnership in mission with the Seventh Church.  
Gina, once again, reiterated the history of the project.   
 
In 1987, people from the church went to El Por Fin to visit a child who had 
cancer.  People from the barrio saw the church people praying for the sick 
child and asked them to pray for all of the children in the neighborhood.  
The idea for the Bethesda Center took shape when they sought ways to 
help these women and children.   
 
Before 1998, the mission experienced ups and downs.  They looked for 
people in the church congregation to act as Godparents for the children in 
the barrio.  In 2012 Pastor Mark Barnes from the Oxford church invited 
Gina to share her ministry with our congregation. Since then the Oxford 
church has become involved by sending money to help support their Goel 
mission project, and maintaining contact with our sister church.    
 
The Vision for the Bethesda Christian Community Center is that it will be a 
light of hope for the people in the future.  They want to teach the Word of 
God to  
 
 



transform the people into “Agents for  
Peace.”  The presence of the beautiful new building is encouraging people 
to begin to fix up their homes nearby.  In the future they hope to articulate 
with the Mayor’s office to enable them to serve breakfasts to the young 
children.  They want to work with young people to help  
them learn trades.  
 
They want to hold workshops for the women.  On Tuesdays, the Moms use 
the downstairs for their programs while the children are upstairs.  The 
children are taught games that reinforce cooperation and healthy living.  
They are working to humanize the children who have been raised to solve 
problems through violence.  There are presently gangs in the 
neighborhoods and invisible borders where children cannot pass.  The 
children tend to drop out of school if not given encouragement.   
 
Women head the majority of homes in the neighborhood.  Women work as 
housekeepers.  Grandmas care for the children or the children take care of 
themselves.  The cycle of poverty repeats as the girls become pregnant at 
a young age.  Success is measured one person at a time.  If one teenager 
can be steered away from unwed pregnancy to lead a better life, then this 
is success, and the Center is fulfilling a need.  
 
In brief there are many issues that must be addressed: 

• In the 1500’s the church was part of the repression of the people 
• Some churches even today are indifferent to the condition of the 

people; they just pray. 
• In Colombia, more than half live-in poverty; misery is real 

o Malnutrition 
o Low education levels 
o Schools are lacking 
o Drugs 

• The reason is not ignorance, but rather the people do not 
understand their situation. 

• Corruption is a huge problem. 
• The Reformation has brought change to the victims of the Church, 

but progress is still slow. 
 
While progress on helping displaced children and mothers is slow, our 
sister church and the Bethesda Center are making a difference.  
 
Later that evening:  On Thursday nights, there is always Bible study at 
the Seventh Church and our group was invited to attend this evening. This 



particular Thursday they were studying the Book of Acts.  Gina took over 
the Bible study and changed the topic to “How we can live with Faith in a 
Community of Violence.”  The discussion was based on John 10:10:  “The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life and have it to the full.”   All are invited to be part of the Kingdom.  
Jesus’s Gospel of life and love is for all people and does not exclude. 
 
Colombia is at a crossroads with the newly signed peace agreement with 
the Farc.  This is a time for reconciliation between the victims and the 
victimizers and reminds us of the verse in 2 Corinthians 5:17-18: 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 
the new has come!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself  
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”  Reconciliation 
can remove injustice and make way for the power of truth, justice, faith, 
and hope.  In Reconciliation Theology we will see the Kingdom of God as 
Peace; Respect for each other; Human dignity; the Love of God for all of 
us; and seeing each person as an Image of God. 

 
Gina Zabala leading the Bible study at the Seventh church. 
 
After that powerful Bible study, we had a farewell party at the Seventh 
church.  Gifts were exchanged between Pastor Lawrence and Pastor Luis.  
Good food    was shared and there were lots of hugs and kisses! Our ties 
with our sister church were greatly strengthened. 
 



 
Pastors Lawrence and Luis exchanging gifts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer to the Question of the Month 

Vision: Birds, including robins find worms mostly through sight. Birds have 
exceptional vision, and their keen eyes can see the tiny end of a worm as it may 
poke out of the dirt. They can also see small changes in soil and grass as worms 
move just below the surface, movements that indicate where a worm is. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


