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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

July 4, 2017

Dear Southernites and Friends:

Happy Fourth of July!  This is a big week for all of us as we celebrate our nation’s independence, and host our 2017 Southern University Alumni Federation Leadership Summit on July 7th and 8th.  Given some of our recent challenges at the University, many alums have had much to say about the ongoings of the University.  Indeed, many of us have exercised our freedom of speech in so many ways:  in letters, in email, in the press, and on social media.  This is one of the many freedoms that makes our country great.  We have the ability to challenge authority without fear of persecution.  Our freedom to openly question the establishment exposes the strengths and weaknesses of our country, and our university in much the same manner.   Our fundamental freedoms as a nation allows us to evolve and better serve the greater good.  I’m proud to be an American and a citizen of the greatest country on the planet.    

I’m looking forward to the Leadership Summit this week.  Alumni will have an opportunity to engage directly with the University administration and members of the Board of Supervisors.  I am pleased to see that the University is taking action to address the deficiencies noted in the SACSCOC report I referenced last week.  President-Chancellor Belton’s letter, included here in News & Notes, offers the Southern University family assurances with respect to the University’s ability to address these deficiencies.  For that, I am grateful and look forward to more details about the University’s plan of action.  

In an effort to help implement the University’s plan of action, the Federation’s Strategic Planning Committee and the Student Retention Committee have been working with the University to serve as a resource.  So many talented and accomplished alumni have contacted me over the last week and offered their time, talents, and resources to assist the University.  I love that Jaguar Spirit.  While we recognize that the University administration must develop and lead any such University plan of action, the Federation will be here to assist the University in 1) implementing this plan, and 2) communicating to all of our stakeholders the progress we are making.  Most importantly, we plan to ensure that we all remain accountable to our most important stakeholders: our students and their families.  I suspect the roundtable discussion with the University administration this Friday will be very candid as alums have some very pointed questions to ask.  That said, I am hopeful we will have a shared understanding of how the University plans to move forward and encourage an even deeper engagement of our alumni.

The Summit promises to be a substantive opportunity to talk with the top leadership of our University, the System Foundation and the Alumni Federation.  In addition to SU Board Chairlady, Ann Smith, President-Chancellor Belton, the campus Chancellors and the SUBR Provost, System Foundation Board Chairman, Domoine Rutledge, and Foundation CEO, Alfred Harrell, have committed to attend.  Over the last week, registration has spiked dramatically as so many alums are looking forward to this direct exchange with the University’s leadership.   Please join us at the Summit at our SUSLA campus as we learn more about the University’s strategies and recent developments.  Join us as we offer our assistance to help make our members and our chapters stronger so that we can better serve our Alma Mater.   Join us as we work to Make this Great University Greater.

Please enjoy the holiday.  God bless America and God bless the Jaguar Nation.

Sincerely Serving Southern,
Preston
Preston J. Castille, Jr., Esq.
National President
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