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 If you wish to receive these weekly reports in PDF format by email, let us know at 

CustomerService@mmacycles.com or visit https://www.mmacycles.com and click “Free Weekly 

Forecast” at the top of the page. Please understand that if you request us to send these free weekly 

columns to you by email, they will include announcements of events that MMA sponsors or 

participates in. 

 

REVIEW 

 

The Pentagon said the U.S. military killed Gen. Qassem Soleimani, the head of Iran’s elite Quds Force, 

in Baghdad Friday at the direction of Trump. The attack is expected to draw severe Iranian retaliation 

against Israel and American interests. - Ken Martin, “Democrats Call U.S. Killing of Iranian General 

‘Reckless,’” foxbusiness.com, January 3, 2020. 

 

Welcome to a New Year, a new decade, and a new ingress of Mars into Sagittarius. As reported in this 

column several times in the past, the passage of Mars through Sagittarius-Capricorn has a remarkable 

correspondence with major crises erupting in the Middle East, and often corresponding with a period 

danger and threats to Israel from her neighbors, or from within.   

 

Mars entered Sagittarius January 3, as the attack began, and will depart Capricorn on March 30. What 

makes this period even more disconcerting is the longer-term conjunction of Saturn and Pluto that takes 

place next week, on January 12, 2020. With an orb of up to 18 months, this 32-37-year cycle was present 

at the start of World War I and the ending of World War II. It last unfolded in November 1982, coinciding 

with the Iran-Contra cover-up of secret weapons’ transactions between the U.S. and Iran following the 

Islamic Revolution that toppled the Shah of Iran and led to the creation of an Islamic republic. 

 

Stock markets of the world were doing quite well prior to this military strike. On January 2, the first day 

of trading in the New Year, all U.S. stock indices rallied to new all-time highs. The DJIA futures sold off 

over 300 points in the overnight market, but started to rally back after the first hour of trading on Friday. 

New all-time highs were recorded in Brazil, Switzerland, and India as well last week. 

 

The German DAX also came close to making an all-time high, soaring to 13,425 on January 2, just shy of 

its record of 13,596 set on January 23 2018. The Netherlands AEX index rallied to 607, its highest mark 

since May 2001. China’s Shanghai Composite rose to its highest mark since April 29, 2019. All in all, it 

has been a very good holiday season for world equity markets, despite the pullback on Friday. 

 

The military escalation between Iran and the U.S. was a positive for Gold and the Swiss Franc. Gold 

soared to 1554 on Friday, January 3, re-testing it 6-year high made in early September. Silver rallied to 

18.32 its highest mark since November 4. The Swiss Franc continued to serve the currency world as a 

safe haven during troubled times, rising to 1.0420 on Friday, its highest level since September 2018. 

Other commodities also performed very well, with Crude Oil soaring to 64.09, its highest mark since 

April 30, while Soybeans soared to $9.49/bu, its highest price since June 2018. If it wasn’t for the 

outbreak of military hostilities, all would be well in the financial world. But Mars is now in Sagittarius, so 

mailto:CustomerService@mmacycles.com
https://www.mmacycles.com/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/


the tensions of geopolitical political threats may be just starting. Mars is war-like, and Sagittarius knows 

no bounds when it decides to act with aggression. It can be restless, reckless, overpowering, and takes no 

prisoners. It may be hard to stop, once unleashed. It can coincide with large price swings in many 

markets, including equities. 

 

SHORT-TERM GEOCOSMICS 

 

Yet this non-military engagement posture may be tested in 2020 as the progressed Moon makes a T-

square with the U.S. natal Mars/Neptune square, December 2019-through March 2020. If the time of the 

founding chart used here (July 2, 1776, 11:45 AM, Philadelphia, PA), is correct, this indicates a period of 

increased military confrontations, and possible uncertainty or mixed messages sent to U.S. allies. – 

Forecast 2020 Book, page 53-54, written November 2019. 

 

It was not only transiting Mars into Sagittarius/Capricorn that indicated the possibility of a military 

conflict involving the Middle East, but also the progressed Moon in Sagittarius forming a T-square with 

Mars/Neptune in the U.S. chart, using the July 2, 1776 as the founding of the nation. This is just another 

astrological correspondence supporting the premise that the U.S. founding chart is really based on the 

completion of the Vote for Independence by Congress, which was just before noon on July 2, and not on 

July 4 when General George Washington was delivered the vote that started the War for Independence. 

Furthermore, the Moon in Sagittarius of the July 2 chart also activates the Mars/Neptune square in Iran’s 

chart and the Sun/Uranus opposition to Moon in President Trump’s natal chart.  

 

This newly aroused conflict may not end as quickly as some analysts think. As Mars transits through 

Sagittarius, it will strongly activate the U.S. and Iran’s Mars/Neptune squares and President Trump’s 

natal Sun/Uranus in opposition to Moon between January 28 and February 13. What does this imply? It 

suggests leaders may be impulsive, acting first and thinking later, being overly reactive or even pro-

active, in their minds. This can lead to a very strong show of force, action, and reaction. With Mars in 

Sagittarius, things can easily become “over the top,” as we say in America. 

 

We may see a good dose of this energy even next week, as Uranus – planet of surprises and eruptions – 

turns direct on January 10. The orb of influence for this signature is already in effect. In terms of financial 

markets, this often corresponds with very sharp price moves, either way, and often beyond levels of 

normal support and resistance. It can coincide with stunning reversals of trends, or spectacular breakouts 

to new multi-year highs or lows within two weeks. It has already coincided with all-time highs in several 

world equity markets. There may be more to come unless it is a reversal signature this time. 

 

We would also like to point out that Mars has now left Scorpio, November 19 through January 3. This 

was our “Time for Gold,” as subscribers to MMA’s monthly, weekly, and daily reports benefited from, 

having bought Gold the week before the ingress, when lows were due (the low was 1446) and exiting 

final positions as Mars left Scorpio on January 3 (as Gold exceeded 1550). There is no technical sign yet 

that Gold has topped out, but you have to stay with the plan, and the plan was to buy on an isolated low 

within two weeks of Mars entering Scorpio (which we did), and hold until the end of the transit (which 

we did). It paid off very handsomely, just as it has so many times in the past.  

 

LONGER-TERM THOUGHTS – THE U.S. ELECTION 

 

Anyone can become president now, anyone big and colorful and in line with prevailing public sentiment. 

We have entered the age of the postheroic presidency. Certain low ways are forgiven, certain rough ways 

now established. Americans once asked a lot of their presidents... But the heroic conception of the 

presidency is over. Bill Clinton and his embarrassments damaged it. Two unwon wars and the great 

recession killed it. “If you like your doctor you can keep your doctor” buried it. When you deliberately lie 



like that, you are declaring that you have no respect for the people. And the people noticed… In time 

we’ll see that you lose something when you go postheroic. Colorful characters will make things more 

divided, not less. They will entertain but not ennoble. And the world will think less of us – America has 

become a clownish, unserious country with clownish, unserious leaders – which will have an impact on 

our ability to influence events. – Peggy Noonan, “The Century of the Postheroic Presidency,” Wall Street 

Journal, December 28-29, 2019. 

 

Seven in 10 Americans in a new ABC News/Washington Post poll say President Donald Trump should 

allow his top aides to testify in a Senate trial on the impeachment charges against him. – Gary Langer, 

“Most Expect a Fair Trial for Trump; 7 in 10 Say Let Aides Testify,” abcnews.go.com, December 17, 

2019, 

 

I was thinking of the impeachment of President Donald Trump at the end of last year, and the strategy of 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to hold back on delivering the Articles of Impeachment to the Senate for 

trial until she – the House – is assured there will indeed be a fair trial. Many pundits think she is crazy. 

But based on astrology, I am not so sure. 

 

There are 35 Senate seats up for re-election, and 23 of those belong to Republicans, with the Democrats 

defending only 12. The Democrats will only need to pick up four seats to gain a majority. In other words, 

if the Democrats win only 16 Senate seats and Republicans win 19, the Democrats will gain control of the 

Senate. Mitch McConnell would not preside over the trial if it takes place after the election. Some might 

think this is a form of justice considering that McConnell held up the nomination of President Obama’s 

choice for Supreme Court until after the 2016 election. What goes around, comes around. 

 

By withholding the Articles of Impeachment from a trial in the Senate with the current Republican 

majority, Pelosi makes the election about Donald Trump the person, up for trial for “abuse of power” and 

“obstruction of Congress,” and not Donald Trump the mastermind behind the roaring economy. Of 

course, Republicans will still tout it as a vote on the economy. But importantly, it will also be about the 

public’s desire for a fair trial, and right now, seven out of 10 Americans want the President’s aides to 

testify, which according to Senate leader Mitch McConnell, is highly unlikely (and unpopular). 

 

So, thinking about it astrologically… President Trump has transiting Pluto in Capricorn approaching an 

opposition to his natal Venus/Saturn in Cancer later this year and into 2021. This is not an encouraging 

set up for someone looking for a smooth election victory, or an after-election victory period. Pluto is a 

harbinger of rejection or transformation in some profound way. It doesn’t mean he loses the election, but 

it also doesn’t mean he finishes his term in office, unscathed, if he is elected. The possibility that he wins 

the election but the Democrats gain control of the Senate is not far-fetched. Even if Democrats win only 

16 of the 35 seats up for re-election, they gain a majority. It is not inconceivable. And if that happens, 

with the trial being delayed until after the election, it will be a far different trial. Aides may be called to 

testify. Revelations of what actually happened may become known (Pluto just doing his work, as he 

winds his way towards the U.S. natal Moon/Pluto conjunction in late Capricorn too). 

 

One more thought. On Election Day, President Trump looks very strong. If all the votes were cast on 

Election Day, with the Moon and its North Node conjunct his natal Sun, my bet would be that he wins. 

But not all votes will be cast on Election Day. More and more Americans will be voting by absentee 

ballot ahead of the election. Barack Obama showed the power of harnessing absentee voters through his 

well-organized local efforts in 2008.  

 

If the Democrats want any chance of winning back the White House or Senate in 2020, they will need to 

organize a massive absentee balloting effort along the lines of what Barack Obama accomplished in 2008. 

If the Republicans want to prevent that outcome, they need to do the same thing, but better. It may come 
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down to who has the better local organizational effort to get out the absentee ballot votes. Here, my bet is 

on… well, you figure out who has the better grassroots “get out the vote” organization. In the meantime, 

we are off to a powerful beginning to a most remarkable geocosmic year.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

NOTE 1: MMA’S DAILY AND WEEKLY SUBSCRIPTION REPORTS CONTINUE TO BE 

HOT! Especially the daily reports! If you are an active short-term trader, or even if you are an investor 

who likes to keep up with our current thoughts on financial markets, you will be interested in MMA’s 

Weekly or Daily Market reports. The weekly reports give an in-depth analysis of the DJIA, S&P and 

NASDAQ futures, Euro currency (cash and futures), Dollar/Yen cash and Yen futures, Euro/Yen cash, T-

Notes, Soybeans, Gold and Silver, and Crude Oil, and Bitcoin. The daily reports cover all stock indices 

listed above, as well as the Euro Currency, Japanese Yen, Bitcoin, T-Notes, Gold and Silver, plus GLD 

and SLV (the Gold and Silver ETF’s). Both reports provide trading strategies and recommendations for 

position traders and shorter-term aggressive traders. Subscription to the Daily report also includes the 

Weekly report. For further information, visit https://mmacycles.com > Shop > Subscriptions. 

 

NOTE 2: SPECIAL ANNUAL REPORTS ON JAPANESE, CHINESE AND GERMAN STOCK 

INDICES FROM MMA. This year’s English edition of the Forecast 2020 Book is 250 pages, our largest 

ever. We think readers will be pleased with additional analysis on the three synodic cycles that will be in 

effect in 2020, something that has not happened in over 130 years. The correlation of these cycles to 

mundane, political, and economic events is fascinating, especially the research on the longest of these 

planetary cycles beginning this year: the 32-37-year Saturn/Pluto conjunction. It is unlikely you will find a 

more complete examination and explanation of the Saturn/Pluto conjunction taking place on January 12, 

2020, than you will find in Forecast 2020, except via the work of Claude Weiss at www.astrodata.com. 

 

In addition to the English edition of Forecast 2020, Raymond Merriman has written three special 9-page 

yearly market reports/forecasts for the Japanese Nikkei, Chinese Shanghai Composite, and the German 

DAX stock indices. Each of these is translated and printed in its respective Japanese, Chinese, and German 

book editions of Forecast 2020. 

 

Many of our English readers and global investors may find these reports to be of special interest too. 

Therefore, we will make each of these reports available for purchase for $30 apiece. They are written 

in English and analyze each of these markets from the perspective of their long- and intermediate-term 

cycles, as well as citing their correlations to planetary cycles in effect in 2020, such as the history of the 

three major synodic cycles that will unfold next year. 

 

If you are interested in ordering either of these three special reports on the 2020 outlook for the Nikkei, 

Shanghai Composite, or German DAX, please visit our Special Annual Report shop. 

 

NOTE 3: The Forecast 2020 Book is now printed and distribution was completed last month to those who 

have pre-ordered. As always, we print an additional 10% of books to the number of orders received by the 

end of the pre-publication period. This year’s printing looks like it will sell out again, so if you wish a copy 

of this year’s book, please order before they are gone. The cost is $55.00 plus postage for the printed edition 

(no postage for the eBook edition). Order both an eBook and print book (Forecast 2020 Bundle) for only 

$75! This year’s Forecast Book will cover: The Saturn/Pluto 32-37-year cycle, the Jupiter/Saturn 20- and 

200- and 800-year cycle, and the 13-year Jupiter/Pluto cycle, and their correspondence to historical events 

that relate top themes present in today’s world. Also covered will be The USA and the 2020 Presidential 

Election, the potential for the next financial crisis, and the outlook for financial markets in 2020, including 

interest rates, treasuries, stock market, Gold and Silver, currencies (U.S. Dollar, Dollar/Yen, Swiss Franc, 
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Euro, and British Pound), Crude Oil, Grains, Bitcoin, and Live Cattle. This will be the largest Forecast 

Book ever written- over 250 pages! Order now before they are gone. 

 

This year’s printed version of Forecast 2020 will also be available in four other languages, as follows: 

  

Italian: https://ilmiolibro.kataweb.it/utenti/79533/market-timing/ 

German: www.mma-europe.ch/  

Japanese: https://www.toushinippou.co.jp/ 

Chinese: www.nodoor.com/  

 

NOTE 4: Our Forecast 2020 Webinar will take place on Sunday February 9, 2020. Start 2020 by saving 

$20 on a January Monthly Report of your choice + Forecast 2020 Webinar. Chose from the MMA Monthly 

Cycles + Webinar Bundle, ICR: Financials + Webinar Bundle, or ICR: Commodities + Webinar Bundle.  

 

 

EVENTS 

 

January 12, 2020: The Saturn/Pluto Conference: “Reset Astrology: Start of a New Era,” Zurich, 

Switzerland, featuring Claude Weiss, Monica Kissling, Verna Bachmann, Alexandra Klinghammer, 

Klemens Ludwig, Markus Jehle, Dr. Christof Niederwieser, and Raymond Merriman. For more 

information, visit https://www.astro2020.ch. Looking forward to seeing many of you there! 

 

February 9, 2020: MMA’S FORECAST 2020 WEBINAR will take place on Sunday, February 9, 

2020, 2:00 PM EST (note the date has changed to Sunday from Saturday). In the comfort of your own 

home or office, you can tune into Raymond Merriman’s annual worldwide Forecast 2020 Webinar. This 

broadcast will address subjects from next year’s Forecast 2020 Book, with updates on financial markets 

since the book was written in November 2019. Outlooks for the U.S. stock market, Gold and Silver, crude 

oil, and currencies will be discussed. Cost is $55.00, and includes the slides of the presentation, plus a 

downloadable MP4 recording of the event. If unable to attend live, you can still sign up, as everyone who 

orders the Webinar will receive the MP4 recording, on the next day following the live event.  

 

September 9-14, 2020: The ISAR 2020 Conference on “Reimagining the Future.” The largest and most 

exciting international astrological conference taking place in 2020. With a faculty of over 100 of the world’s 

top astrologers from 25 different countries, and very dynamic tracks on Financial Astrology, Mundane and 

Political Astrology, and other topics, this is an event you will not want to miss. On Wednesday, September 

9, I (Ray Merriman) will be conducting a 4-hour workshop on “Astrology and the Art of Financial 

Market Timing: How to Forecast Market Trends and Market Reversals.” This course will provide 

research studies showing the correlation of astrological factors to short- and longer-term financial market 

timing in stock markets, precious metals, and Bitcoin. It is the only workshop I plan to conduct in 2020. 

Saturday, September 12, I will be presenting a lecture on “The Times, They Are a Changin’ – The 

Political, Economic, and Monetary Revolution.” It’s not just the convergence of the 20-, 200-, and 800-

year long-term Jupiter/Saturn cycles. It is also Saturn in Aquarius, squaring its ruler, Uranus, in Taurus. 

The convergence of the Jupiter/Saturn cycles in air sign Aquarius symbolizes the dawn of a new socio-

economic-political era; the waning Saturn/Uranus square, the demise of an older order. What does this bode 

for financial markets of the world, and what can you do? We will discuss that in this lecture. 

 

To register or see more information on this spectacular event, go to https://isar2020.org and be prepared to 

be amazed! 
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Disclaimer and statement of purpose: The purpose of this column is not to forecast the future movement of various financial 
markets. However, that is the purpose of the MMA (Merriman Market Analyst) subscription services. This column is not a 

subscription service. It is a free service, except in those cases where a fee may be assessed to cover the cost of translating this 

column from English into a non-English language. This weekly report is written with the intent to educate the reader on the 

relationship between astrological factors and collective human activities as they are happening. In this regard, this report will 
often cite what happened in various stock and financial markets throughout the world in the past week and discuss that movement 

in light of the geocosmic signatures that were in effect. It will then identify the geocosmic factors that will be in effect in the next 

week, or even month, or even years, and the author’s understanding of how these signatures may affect human activity in the 

times to come. The author (Merriman) will do this from a perspective of a cycles’ analyst looking at the military, political, 
economic, and even financial markets of the world. It is possible that some forecasts will be made based on these factors. 

However, the primary goal is to both educate and alert the reader as to the psychological climate we are in, from an astrological 

perspective. The hope is that it will help the reader understand the psychological dynamics that underlie (or coincide with) the 

news events and hence potentially affect financial markets.  
 

No guarantee as to the accuracy of this report is being made here. Any decisions in financial markets are solely the responsibility 

of the reader, and neither the author nor the publishers of this column assume any responsibility whatsoever for anyone’s trading 

or investment decisions. Readers of this report should understand that commodity futures and options trading are considered high 
risk. 

 


