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 7:00 AM –  7:30 AM REGISTRATION

 7:30 AM –  8:00 AM

WELCOMING REMARKS
Elizabeth M. Iglesias, Esq., Professor of Law, University of Miami School of Law,  
Co-Chair for the Committee on PIL, HR & GJ
William Pestle, Associate Professor, University of Miami, Department of Anthropology Director,  
Latin American Studies Program
Dr. Sallie Hughes, Faculty Director, UMIA, Associate Professor, Department of Journalism and 
Media Management

OPENING REMARKS 
Carlos F. Osorio, Esq., Harper Meyer, Chair of the International Law Section of the Florida Bar

 8:00 AM –  8:45 AM

OPENING PLENARY
Focus on themes, issues and legal problems common to the three countries.

	 1. Richard A.C. Alton, Esq., Alton Law, Moderator and Speaker, Underlining the Importance of 
Potential for Destabilization (“P4D”) in Assessing the Need for Active Intervention

	 2. Professor Bruce Bagley, University of Miami, The Venezuelan Crisis and U.S. Foreign Policy.
	 3. Ilana Tabacinic, Esq., Akerman LLP, The Consequences of the End Justifies the Means Mentality - 

Special Focus on Human Rights Violations in Brazil

  8:45 AM –  9:00 AM BREAK

 9:00 AM –  9:30 AM MORNING KEYNOTE: ReFakerendum - A Nation Without A Constitution 
Rosa María Payá, Cuba Decide

 9:30 AM –  9:45 AM BREAK

 9:45 AM – 10:45 AM

HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES: Cuba Here, There and Elsewhere
	 1. Professor David Abraham (Emeritus), University of Miami School of Law, Moderator

	 2. Carlos F. Osorio, Esq., Harper Meyer, Cuban Civil Society Hace Falta	

	 3. James M. Meyer, Esq., Harper Meyer, Human Rights in CUBA: What has Changed?

	 4. Professor Jose Gabilondo, Florida International University College of Law, The Arc of Legality 
for Sexual Minorities in Cuba: Invisibility, Counterrevolution, Contention, and Formal Inequality

10:45 AM – 11:00 AM BREAK

11:00 AM – 11:30 AM MID-MORNING KEYNOTE: UMIA’S Role in Building the Hemispheric University 
Dr. Felicia Knaul, Director, University of Miami Institute for Advanced Study of the Americas (UMIA)

11:30 AM – 11:45 AM BREAK

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM

HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES: Venezuela Here, There and Elsewhere
	 1. Professor Emercio Aponte, Esq., AE Immigration Law Offices & Adjunct Professor at FAMU, 

Moderator and Speaker, The Statute Governing the Transition to Democracy in Light of the Venezuelan 
Constitutional Human Rights Regime

	 2. Alma ChacÓn, Esq., Alma ChacÓn, Esq., PA, The Judicial Power as an Obstacle for the Defense of 
Human Rights in Venezuela

	 3. MarÍa Pardo, PhD, University of Miami, Lecturer Department of Modern Languages and Literature,  
No Story, No Moral: Misinformation as an Obstacle to Empathy

	 4. Ernesto Sánchez, Esq., Law Offices of Ernesto J. Sánchez, Prosecuting Crimes by Heads of State 
Against Human Rights Defenders: Nicolás Maduro As A Case Study

12:45 PM –  1:00 PM LUNCH SERVICE
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 1:00 PM –  1:30 PM
LUNCH ADDRESS: Visual Storytelling in the Service of Human Rights 
Ana María Arévalo Gosen, Photojournalist, Eternal Days: A Visual Report on the 

Dreadful Conditions of Women Inside Detention Centers in Venezuela

 1:30 PM –  1:45 PM BREAK

 1:45 PM –  2:15 PM
POST LUNCH KEYNOTE 

John Feeley, Ambassador to Panama (Retired) & Gotham Lights, LLC, US Government  
Lessons Learned in Protecting Human Rights in Latin America: Progress and Ongoing Challenges

 2:15 PM –  2:30 PM BREAK

 2:30 PM –  3:45 PM

HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES: Nicaragua Here, There and Elsewhere
	 1. Richard A.C. Alton, Esq., Alton Law, Moderator

	 2. Maria-Augusta Montealegre, PhD, University of Miami & Danilo Lopez Roman, MBA, MFA, ATL 
Architecture, Poetry and Human Rights in Nicaragua

	 3. Professor Tracy Devine Guzmán, Ph.D., University of Miami, Not A Centimeter More of 
Demarcated Land. On Indigeneity and Human Rights in Brazil

	 4. Professor Lidiana De Moraes, University of Miami, The Resistance is Present: Afro-Brazilian 
Women Fighting for Human Rights

	 5. Ana Nunez, Esq., Human Rights Watch, Journalists Today in Nicaragua: Their Role as Human 
Rights Defenders When Democracy is Under Attack 

 3:45 PM –  4:00 PM BREAK

 4:00 PM –  4:30 PM
AFTERNOON KEYNOTE  

Felix Maradiaga, Nicaraguan Opposition Leader in Exile (invited)

4:30 PM –  4:45 PM 

CLOSING REMARKS 
Elizabeth M. Iglesias, Esq., Professor of Law, University of Miami School of Law 

Advocacy, Activism and Professional Responsibility: Toward the Promotion of Human Rights,  
Global Justice and the Progressive Development of Public International Law

4:45 PM –  5:00 PM BREAKOUT SESSIONS

5:00 PM –  7:00 PM
RECEPTION FOR CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS AND REGISTRANTS 

NEWMAN ALUMNI CENTER 
6200 San Amaro Dr, Coral Gables, FL 33146



7:00 a.m. – 7:30 a.m.	 	 Registration

7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.	 Welcoming Remarks
	 Elizabeth M. Iglesias, Esq., Professor of Law, University of Miami 

School of Law, Co-Chair for the Committee on PIL, HR & GJ
	 William Pestle, Associate Professor, University of Miami, Department 

of Anthropology Director, Latin American Studies Program
	 Dr. Sallie Hughes, Faculty Director, UMIA, Department of Journalism 

and Media Management Associate Professor

	 Opening Remarks 
	 Carlos F. Osorio, Esq., Harper Meyer, Chair of the International Law 

Section of the Florida Bar

8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.	 Opening Plenary
	 Focus on themes, issues and legal problems common to the three countries.

	 1.	 Richard A.C. Alton, Esq., Alton Law, Moderator and Speaker, Underlining the Importance  
	 of Potential for Destabilization (“P4D”) in Assessing the Need for Active Intervention

	 2.	 Professor Bruce Bagley, University of Miami 
	 The Venezuelan Crisis and U.S. Foreign Policy.

	 3.	 Ilana Tabacinic, Esq., Akerman LLP, 	The Consequences of the End Justifies the  
	 Means Mentality - Special Focus on Human Rights Violations in Brazil

8:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.	 	 Break

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.	 Morning Keynote: ReFakerendum - A Nation 
Without A Constitution

	 Rosa María Payá, Cuba Decide

9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.	 	 Break

9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.	 Human Rights Issues:  
Cuba Here, There and Elsewhere

	 1.	 Professor David Abraham (Emeritus), University of Miami School of Law, Moderator

	 2.	 Carlos F. Osorio, Esq., Harper Meyer, Cuban Civil Society Hace Falta	

	 3.	 James M. Meyer, Esq., Harper Meyer, Human Rights in CUBA: What Has Changed?
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	 4. 	 Professor Jose Gabilondo, Florida International University College of Law,  
	 The Arc of Legality for Sexual Minorities in Cuba: Invisibility, Counterrevolution,  
	 Contention, and Formal Inequality

10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.	 	 Break

11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.	 Mid-Morning Keynote: UMIA’s Role in Building 
the Hemispheric University

	 Dr. Felicia Knaul, Director, University of Miami Institute for Advanced 
Study of the Americas (UMIA) 

11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.	 	 Break

11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m.	 Human Rights Issues:  
Venezuela Here, There and Elsewhere

	 1.	 Professor Emercio Aponte, Esq., AE Immigration Law Offices & Adjunct  
	 Professor at FAMU, Moderator and Speaker, The Statute Governing the Transition  
	 to Democracy in Light of the Venezuelan Constitutional Human Rights Regime

	 2.	 Alma ChacÓn, Esq., Alma ChacÓn, Esq., PA, The Judicial Power as an Obstacle  
	 for the Defense of Human Rights in Venezuela 

	 3.	 MarÍa Pardo, PhD, University of Miami, Lecturer Department of Modern Languages  
	 and Literature, No Story, No Moral: Misinformation as an Obstacle to Empathy

	 4.	 Ernesto Sánchez, Esq., Law Offices of Ernesto J. Sánchez, Prosecuting Crimes by 	
	 Heads of State Against Human Rights Defenders: Nicolás Maduro As A Case Study

12:45 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.	 	 Lunch Service 

 1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.	 Lunch Address: Visual Storytelling in the  
Service of Human Rights 
Ana María Arévalo Gosen, Photojournalist, Eternal Days: A Visual Report on 
the Dreadful Conditions of Women Inside Detention Centers in Venezuela

1:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.	 	 Break

1:45 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.	 Post Lunch Keynote
	 John Feeley, U.S. Ambassador to Panama (Retired) & Gotham Lights, 

LLC, US Government Lessons Learned in Protecting Human Rights in 
Latin America: Progress and Ongoing Challenges
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2:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.	 	 Break

2:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.	 Human Rights Issues:  
Nicaragua Here, There and Elsewhere

	 1.	 Richard A.C. Alton, Esq., Alton Law, Moderator

	 2.	 María-Augusta Montealegre, PhD, University of Miami &  
	 Danilo Lopez Román, MBA, MFA, ATL Architecture,  
	 Poetry and Human Rights in Nicaragua

	 3.	 Professor Tracy Devine Guzmán, Ph.D., University of Miami,  
	 Not a Centimeter More of Demarcated Land. On Indigeneity and Human Rights

	 4.	 Professor Lidiana De Moraes, University of Miami,  
	 The Resistance is Present: Afro-Brazilian Women Fighting for Human Rights

	 5.	 Ana Núñez, Esq., Human Rights Watch,  
	 Journalists Today in Nicaragua: Their Role as Human Rights Defenders When  
	 Democracy is Under Attack 

3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.	 	 Break

4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.	 Afternoon Keynote
	 Felix Maradiaga, Nicaraguan Opposition Leader in Exile (invited)

4:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.	 Closing Remarks:
	 Elizabeth M. Iglesias, Esq., Professor of Law,  

University of Miami School of Law,  
Advocacy, Activism and Professional Responsibility: Toward the 
Promotion of Human Rights, Global Justice and the Progressive 
Development of Public International Law

4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.	 Breakout Sessions

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.	 Reception for Conference Participants 
and Registrants 

	 Newman Alumni Center 
6200 San Amaro Dr., Coral Gables, FL 33146
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CLE CREDITS

Conference on Defending Human Rights

Maximum CLE Credit:	 8.5  hours
General:	 8.5  hours

PARKING INFORMATION: Parking for the event (from 7am to 7pm) will be $8.00 per car. FROM THE NORTH: Take I-95 south to US 1/
South Dixie Highway and continue to Stanford Drive. Turn right on Stanford Drive. At the next light, turn left on Ponce de Leon Boulevard. 
Turn right on San Amaro Drive. The Newman Alumni Center will be on the left, on the corner of San Amaro Drive and Brescia Avenue. Turn 
left to access parking located directly behind the building.

FROM THE SOUTH Travel north on US 1/South Dixie Highway to Red Road (57th Avenue). Turn left on Red Road. Turn immediately right on 
Ponce de Leon Boulevard. Turn left on San Amaro Drive. The Newman Alumni Center will be on the left, on the corner of San Amaro Drive 
and Brescia Avenue. Turn left to access parking located directly behind the building. 

REFUND POLICY: A $25 service fee applies to all refund requests. Requests must be in writing and postmarked no later than two business 
days following the live course presentation. Send refund requests to The Florida Bar, ATTN: Accounting Department, 651 E. Jefferson Street, 
Tallahassee, FL 32399. Registrants who do not notify The Florida Bar by 5:00 p.m., April 11, 2019, that they will be unable to attend the seminar will 
have an additional $25 retained.

INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION
Carlos F. Osorio - Chair

Clarissa A. Rodriguez – Chair Elect

Robert J. Becerra – Secretary

James M. Meyer – Treasurer

Arnoldo B. Lacayo – Immediate Past Chair

CO-CHAIRS
Professor Elizabeth Iglesias  |  Attorney Richard A.C. Alton

Professor Elizabeth Iglesias

Richard A.C. Alton

Carlos F. Osorio

James M. Meyer

Registration
Register Now with The Florida Bar: Click Here

All registration must be done online, registration fee is $75.00.  
If you have any questions, please contact the Co-Chairs.

Certification Program

Maximum Certification Credit:	 8.5  hours
International Law:	 8.5  hours
International litigation and Arbitration: 	 8.5  hours
Tax:	 1.0  hours

FACULTY & STEERING COMMITTEE
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https://member.floridabar.org/s/lt-event?site=a0a36000003SDujAAG&id=a1R1R0000052O8RUAU


HM
H A R P E R  |  M E Y E R

www.bryancave.com

www.sequorlaw.com

www.mdopartners.com

www.bilzin.comwww.bakermckenzie.com

www.hoganlovells.comwww.akerman.com

www.harpermeyer.com

www.reedsmith.com

www.shutts.com

www.hklaw.com www.kobrekim.comwww.jamsadr.com

www.rifkinfox.com

www.aballi.com

Section Global Sponsors

Section Hemispheric Sponsors

Section Regional Sponsors
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