
June 11, 2019 

 

RE: Support for S1234/H2010, An Act Modernizing Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 

 

Dear Chair Comerford, Chair Mahoney, and members of the Joint Committee on Public Health:  

 

We are writing on behalf of a diverse group of public health, housing, and environmental organizations to 

ask for your support for S1234/H2010, An Act Modernizing Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 

Sponsored by Sen. Julian Cyr and Rep. Andy Vargas 

 

Childhood lead poisoning is a persistent and pervasive problem that affects the health of families 

across the Commonwealth. Between 2013 and 2017, there were 2,400 confirmed cases of childhood 

lead poisoning in Massachusetts. Lead exposure in young children can cause severe and irreversible 

health effects, including impairment of cognitive and physical development, and has been correlated with 

poor future school performance, behavioral difficulties, and learning problems.  

 

Lead paint is an especially serious threat to young children in Massachusetts. 71% of the housing in 

Massachusetts was built before 1978, when lead was banned from household paint. Only about 10% of 

these homes have been reported to be de-leaded, leaving more than 1.8 million homes likely containing 

lead hazards.   

 

There are stark racial and economic inequities in the prevalence of childhood lead poisoning in 

MA. Children living in low income communities are 3 times more likely to be lead poisoned than those 

living in high income communities. Children of color are 1.5 times more likely, and black children 2.5 

times more likely than their white peers to suffer from lead poisoning. Past and present discrimination in 

housing opportunity, cost, and quality directly contribute to these inequities. 

 

The funding structures that support lead poisoning prevention and response have not kept up with 

inflation and updated regulations, leaving far too many families at unacceptable risk. State 

regulations were changed in 2017 to align with federal CDC standards, lowering the threshold at which a 

child is considered lead poisoned. As a result, 40% more families require outreach and services. The 

Department of Public Health (DPH) lead program is fully funded by fees enacted in 1994. These fees 

have not been updated or adjusted for inflation in 25 years. As a result, funding does not support an 

adequate program of prevention and response. 

 

This bill will modernize the fee structure that supports lead prevention and response activities, 

while updating incentives for de-leading and increasing penalties for housing discrimination related 

to lead. This bill will update fees that have significantly diminished in value in the last 25 years and have 

never been adjusted for inflation, providing the necessary funding for DPH to eliminate the current 

backlog of families with lead poisoned children that are awaiting services. Additionally, funding will 

allow DPH to re-institute a proactive prevention program that will work with medical providers, 

landlords, housing authorities, and others to provide training on lead hazards, support testing and 

remediation of hazards, promote screening and reporting of blood lead levels, and to combat housing 

discrimination. This bill also increases available tax credits to property owners to offset the cost of de-

leading and increases the fines for housing discrimination against families with children due to the 

presence of lead paint 

 

We ask for the committee’s support for a favorable report for S1234/H2010.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

(see signatories on reverse) 

 



Maddie Ribble 

Massachusetts Public Health Association 
 

Deirdre Cummings 

MASSPIRG 
 

Elizabeth Saunders 

Clean Water Action 

Jessica Collins 

Public Health Institute of Western Massachusetts  

Joseph Kriesberg 

Massachusetts Association of Community Development Corporations 

Alyssa Rayman-Read 

Conservation Law Foundation 

Sylvia Broude 

Toxics Action Center Campaigns 

Jamie Gaynes 

Boston Children’s Hospital 

Monica Valdes Lupi 

Boston Public Health Commission 

 

Ruth Mori  

Massachusetts Association of Public Health Nurses 

 

Cheryl Sbarra 

Massachusetts Association of Health Boards 

 


