
The Merzayee family: dad Rohullah, son Farhan (2), daughter Mitra (3), daughter Bushra (8) and 
mom Zohra in their Tacoma apartment


MEET THE MERZAYEE FAMILY!


Just weeks ago the St. Mark’s refugee resettlement team welcomed the Merzayee family from 
Afghanistan to their new home in Tacoma. After a 6-month journey by way of Qatar, Fort Dix, 
New Jersey, and temporary housing in King County, they are happy to be settling in to their 
apartment on N. Pearl St.


Rohullah and Zohra were childhood neighbors in the town of Panjshir, located in the province 
of Panjshir in northeastern Afghanistan. Both Rohullah and Zohra graduated from high school. 

Rohullah speaks English, Dari (similar to Persian), the official language of Afghanistan, and 
Pashto. The rest of the family speaks Dari and Pashto and are learning English.


Rohullah went on to study accounting and administration for a 2-year degree and studied law 
in a 4-year program from which he graduated in 2019. He hopes to eventually return to school 
to study for a Master’s degree in International Law. Early in his career in Afghanistan he worked 
for an NGO called the Massoud Foundation, which provides humanitarian aid to refugees in 
Afghanistan. Later he worked as a security contractor at the airport in Kabul starting in 2009 
and then at the U.S Embassy starting in 2016. There he supervised 44 people, some of whom 



have now also moved to the U.S. Others, including Rohullah’s two brothers, are still in 
Afghanistan, and Rohullah is hoping that they will be able to join him in the U.S. soon. Rohullah 
is seeking employment with a security firm or as a case worker with Dari and Pashto-speaking 
refugees.


After high school Zohra attended and graduated from a 2-year teacher training program. She 
taught 6th to 9th graders for about two years at a Naswan Madan (Dari for “girls’ school”). She 
loves cooking and her favorite thing to prepare is Qabili, the Afghan national dish, which 
combines rice, spices, carrots, onions, raisins, almonds and beef or lamb. She has a busy life 
caring for their three energetic children and is expecting a fourth child, a baby boy, around 
June 6.


The Merzayees are an active family: Rohullah loves soccer, swimming, volleyball and body 
building, so the family will take full advantage of the nearby YMCA. Bushra, who turned 8 years 
old on April 13, is a student at Skyline Elementary. Her teacher was also an immigrant, arriving 
in the U.S. at the age of 6 and speaking no English, so she has much to offer Bushra. Bushra is 
learning English very quickly. She says her favorite colors are red and blue. Her little sister Mitra 
will turn 4 on September 30. She says her favorite color is red. She loves to dance to Afghan 
music on the TV and watches out for her little brother Ahmad Farhan (who goes by Farhan). 
Farhan, who turned 2 on April 17, is a very happy little boy who loves to give fist bumps to 
whoever enters their home.


The Merzayees are very grateful for all the support which the St. Mark’s community is providing 
them. They are looking forward to meeting more members of the congregation at the Let’s Get 
Together/Mayday Celebration on Sunday, May 1.



