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Summer Blues 

Hello, Daylily Friends!  

I hope you have had a great summer.  Maybe it is because I am getting older, but 
this summer has been one of the hottest that I remember.  Where I live in south-
west Georgia (zone 8b), the high heat and humidity has made it difficult to stay 
out in the garden for any length of time. Like us, our plants are feeling the stress 
of the hot and humid weather. I look forward to the cooler days of fall, and I am 
sure the daylilies will enjoy a break from the hot weather, too. For us, our bloom 
season is over, and to be honest, it gives me the blues when all of the blooms of 
summer are gone. 

Yet, there is a spark of anticipation for what is to come. All our seeds pods from 
our spring and early summer crosses have matured and have been collected.  
Now onto the fun part…  planting the seeds to see what germinates. It is always 
exciting to see the blooms from your seedlings. We are fortunate to be able to 
over winter seedlings in the greenhouse this year. Even so, it will be a year or 
more before we will have the opportunity to see blooms. Until then, patience. 

Late summer and early fall are a great time to prepare your garden for winter 
and next year’s bloom season. So, you will find me in the garden weeding, clean-
ing up the daylily beds, and adding mulch. Also, during this time I like to divide 
the large daylily clumps and plant the divisions to give them time to establish 
before winter. My friends up north prefer to divide in the springtime. Division, 
whether in the fall or spring, helps to get more increase in the daylilies, and who 
doesn’t like to have more daylilies, right? Some growers like to fertilize their day-
lilies immediately after their bloom season ends. In our southern garden, we like 
to fertilize our daylilies in early fall. Fertilizing the daylilies after bloom season 
helps to boost their nutrients and helps to strengthen them for winter.  

Now, it’s time to leave this cool air conditioned office and go back outside into 
the sweltering heat to work in the daylily garden. Where’s my water bottle?  

Happy Gardening,  

Allen Bonner 
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‘Dreamy Blue Eyes’ (Petit, 2009) 

Photo by Selena Bonner 

‘Talquin’s Summer Memories’ 

(Fowler-K, 2020) 

Photo by Selena Bonner 

The American Daylily Society Newsletter 

Don’t forget to share the Daylily Dispatch with your friends, family, and garden clubs! 



The American Daylily Society  
78th Annual National Convention 

 

June 12-15th, 2024 

Oklahoma City, OK 

Page 2      Daylily Dispatch       Volume 15, Issue 3 

“No spring or 
summer’s beauty 

hath such grace, as 
I have seen in one 
Autumnal face…” 

 
John Donne 

‘Elegy IX: The Autumnal’ 

Join us for the ADS National Convention for educa-
tion, flowers, tours, food, fellowship, and fun! For more 
information or to register for the convention, click the 
picture. Registrations received by 12-31-2023 will be 
entered to win 3 FREE NIGHTS accommodations at 
the Embassy Suites! 

‘Flames of Fall’ (Salter, 2017) 

Photo by Selena Bonner 

DISPLAY GARDENS 

The purpose of a display garden is to not only exhibit daylilies to the general 
public in an attractive way but also to educate people about the modern day-
lily and how to effectively use daylilies in their landscaping. In order for a gar-
den to become an American Daylily Society Display Garden it has to meet 
certain criteria and be a garden of beauty and distinction. The garden owner 
or liaison has to be an ADS member in good standing for at least two years, 
and the garden should be well maintained. The plant markers need to be in 
good condition and marked clearly with both the name of the cultivar and 
the hybridizer. It is recommended for an ADS display garden to grow a mini-
mum of 100  different cultivars. The garden should be available for public 
access during bloom season. When the requirements are met, the garden is 
inspected by the Regional President or designated garden representative. If 
approved, the recommendation is sent to the display garden chairman. An 
official ‘American Daylily Society Display Garden’ sign is given to be placed 
in the garden announcing it has achieved  this special status. 

 

The ADS encourages people to visit the display gardens each year. For more 
information about display gardens and to find one in your area, click the 
“DISPLAY GARDENS” button at the top of this section. 

To see a beautiful example of a display garden, see the article titled, ‘The Amy 
Garden’ on the next page of this newsletter. 

https://www.ads2024convention.org/#/
https://daylilies.org/daylilies/display-gardens/


  

The Amy Garden has been on several regional and Master Gardener tours. The front yard and 
south gardens are filled with sun loving daylilies, iris, peonies, Lilium and many perennials plus 
a few annuals. Daylilies from hybridizers from around the United States are grown here. Most 
of the daylilies in the yard are newer introductions within the last few years with a few favorites 
that are kept. We add 50 to 60 new daylilies to the garden every year and about 180 have left 
the gardens since last summer.  If you are a garden judge, a list of the plants currently on the 
ballot (about 90 or so) will be provided as well as a map to find them. They are marked with a 
“sticky bookmark” on the nameplate.  The main backyard holds over 250 Hosta and shade loving 
perennials. There are three water features in the backyard. The original water garden is now a 
new Hosta bed since spring 2022. There are eleven Lyman Whittaker wind sculptures through-
out the yard, numerous bird houses and decorative peace poles.  

The Amy Garden 
611 Adam Dr., Wamego KS  

A National Display Garden for Daylilies  
By Steve and Jane Amy 

Page 3 

You enter our south garden through an arbor in our main backyard 
and you will find hundreds of daylilies, Lilium, peonies and perennials. 
The center of the south garden contains a daylily bed that consists en-
tirely of our favorite plants hybridized in Kansas, Missouri and Oklaho-
ma, our own Region 11. The miniature daylily collection is around the 
fountain area in the south garden. We have a bed dedicated to Oz 
themed plants. The entire yard contains more than two hundred differ-
ent Lilium including martagons, oriental, Asiatic and orienpet lilies. In 
the spring we have over one hundred different peonies in bloom and 
hundreds of daffodils.  
  
The main backyard is tree-shaded with large oaks, a huge bald cypress, 
white pine & others. There are lots of benches and places to sit, rest 
and listen to the numerous birds that inhabit our gardens. No pets 
please. Peak bloom is July 4th. If you are interested in touring the gar-
den, contact us either by phone 785-844-1866 or by 
email sjamy2525@gmail.com  Let us know before your visit and cold 
water will be provided. (Reprinted with permission. All photos by Jane Amy) 
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YOU ASK, WE ANSWER 

‘Sun Salutations’ (Hansen-D,  2016) 

Photo by Selena Bonner 

“Autumn is a 
second spring 

when every leaf is a 
flower.” 

 
Albert Camus 

CONNECT, LIKE and FOLLOW US on  

After the last issue of the Daylily Dispatch, I 
received several questions about where we pur-
chase our plant markers. Unfortunately, the 
company we ordered them from is no longer in 
business. We  have used this brand for so long 
and like them so much that we have a recycle 
plan in place where we clean off the old labels 
on the plant markers of the daylily cultivars we 
no longer have and replace them with new la-
bels.  

Members of our local club and region use plant 
labels and markers from Kincaid Plant Markers, 
https://www.kincaidplantmarkers.com/  and 
Paw Paw Everlast Label Company, 
https://www.everlastlabel.com/  

Hope this information helps you find the best 
plant markers for your daylily garden. 

GOT A QUESTION? 

WANT TO SHARE A DAYLILY 
PHOTO YOU TOOK IN YOUR 

GARDEN? 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SUBMIT 
AN ARTICLE YOU WROTE 

ABOUT DAYLILIES? 

Send your ideas for future newsletter 
topics, photos, questions, and article 

submissions to 

 

 
DAYLILY DISPATCH 
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STAY CONNECTED BY 
SUBSCRIBING TO THE 

DAYLILY DISPATCH 

SUBSCRIBE HERE 

https://www.facebook.com/ahsdaylilies/
https://www.instagram.com/daylilydispatch/
https://twitter.com/ahsdaylilies
https://www.youtube.com/user/daylilysociety
https://www.kincaidplantmarkers.com/
https://www.everlastlabel.com/
https://form.jotform.com/223514824119150
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001jm8CFGIzLJFxAQAV7FkwXt21K8esAZWIjtR8pH-Pvo4jhW6ZWmFKBTV31EC9hoO1PD4BZ2WU83Sz3hf1rFAKFZLMOgI549tsF1FlwBHVY4_oadteSVLoghKFCUcOQBs_TXktv9yBx9Dj9BnPuxzEQg%3D%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001jm8CFGIzLJFxAQAV7FkwXt21K8esAZWIjtR8pH-Pvo4jhW6ZWmFKBTV31EC9hoO1PD4BZ2WU83Sz3hf1rFAKFZLMOgI549tsF1FlwBHVY4_oadteSVLoghKFCUcOQBs_TXktv9yBx9Dj9BnPuxzEQg%3D%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001jm8CFGIzLJFxAQAV7FkwXt21K8esAZWIjtR8pH-Pvo4jhW6ZWmFKBTV31EC9hoO1PD4BZ2WU83Sz3hf1rFAKFZLMOgI549tsF1FlwBHVY4_oadteSVLoghKFCUcOQBs_TXktv9yBx9Dj9BnPuxzEQg%3D%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001jm8CFGIzLJFxAQAV7FkwXt21K8esAZWIjtR8pH-Pvo4jhW6ZWmFKBTV31EC9hoO1PD4BZ2WU83Sz3hf1rFAKFZLMOgI549tsF1FlwBHVY4_oadteSVLoghKFCUcOQBs_TXktv9yBx9Dj9BnPuxzEQg%3D%3D


HARVEST TIME: SEED PODS 

If your hybridizing efforts are successful in cross-pollinating a daylily, then a seed pod 
will form if the conditions are right.  I have found that I am more successful in cross-
pollinating a daylily and getting a seed pod to form when the temperatures are below 
90°F.  When your seed pod matures, usually around 45 to 60 days, you can then harvest it.  The most ob-
vious way to know when a seed pod is mature is when it starts to open. Another way to tell if a seed pod is 
mature is by its color. As the pod ripens it often changes color from dark green to light green and some-
times begins to turn brown. Also, as the seed pod reaches maturity it may begin to shrivel as its walls dry 
out in preparation to open. As the seed pod gets close to maturity, we will gently squeeze on the seed pod 
to see if it is ready to open. Mature seed pods will often crack open when gentle pressure is applied to 
them. Immature seed pods are firm and will not open when mild pressure is applied. 
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Newly formed seed 

pod 
Fully formed seed pod Maturing seed pod Very mature seed 

pod  

In the last Daylily Dispatch, I talked about hybridizing.  In this article, I will talk 
about the process we follow in our garden from collecting the seed capsule, most 
often called a seed pod, up through planting the seeds.   

Tags, mesh bags, and pencils 
‘Shufti’ (Bumgardner, 2019) is 

a good pod parent for us  
Plant tag with pollen 

parent 

Harvested seed pods in mesh 

bags with parentage tags 

In order to keep record of the parentage of a potential cultivar, we use a tagging method in our hybridiz-
ing program.  When we cross-pollinate a daylily, we write the name of the pollen parent on a small plastic 
tag, and then clip the tag onto the sub-branch at the base of the bloom. When we harvest the seed pods, 
we remove the tag making sure to write down the name of the daylily we removed the pod from (also 
known as the pod parent) on the back of the tag so we can keep track of the parentage. We then place 
the tag and the harvested seed pod into a small mesh bag until we are ready to remove the seeds. Some 
people cross-pollinate or hybridize daylilies as a hobby. Those persons may elect not to track the parent-
age of their crosses. 
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The seed pods are opened to remove the seeds. The seeds are returned to the mesh bag with its parentage 
tag, placed in a cool, dry area where they are allowed to dry for a day or two.  Once the seeds are fully dry, 
we remove the seeds and their parentage tag from the mesh bag and place them in small zip lock bag. We 
include a tiny silica packet in the bag to keep moisture away from the seeds. We store the plastic seed 
packets in a dark, cool, dry place or in the refrigerator until we are ready to plant.  Some growers use cold 
stratification to help get the seeds to germinate after planting. Depending on the growers preference and 
climate, they may choose to forego cold stratification prior to planting. We have practiced both cold  
stratification and non cold stratification and have had successful germination with both methods. For 
more information, click the link cold stratification. 

Seed drying and packing supplies Seeds with tag drying in mesh bag and 

packed up dried seeds 
2023  Harvest of seeds packed and ready 

for storage until planting 

Newly planted seeds Sprouting seed Seedlings with plant 

labels 

Seedlings growing in 

greenhouse awaiting 

transplant 
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Finally, it is time to plant your seeds. Contingent upon where you live, you may choose to plant the seeds 
directly in the ground, in plant trays, in pots or even grow them indoors in containers through the     
winter.  We choose to start our seeds in plant trays in the greenhouse using Pro-Mix BX General Purpose 
growing medium. The seeds need to be planted at a depth of 1/4 to 1/2 inch into the soil. We transfer 
the parentage information onto a plant stake and place it into the tray cell with the planted seed. Wher-
ever you elect to plant your seeds, don’t forget to water them regularly keeping the soil slightly moist. It 
takes about two to six weeks for daylily seeds to sprout depending on their growing environment. Be sure 
to give them plenty of light (natural or artificial) after they sprout to encourage strong foliage.  When the 
seedlings are around 5 to 6 inches tall, we will transplant them to the seedling bed or into pots making 
sure to keep their parentage tags with each of them. Then we let them grow and wait to see what hap-
pens.  We are in USDA plant zone 8b, and it takes about a year or two in our climate to go from seed to 
bloom.  It may take 2 years or more to see the first bloom when growing daylilies from seed in northern 
climates. **All photos in this article are by Selena Bonner and were taken at Patron Gardens, Albany, GA** 

https://daylilies.org/?s=stratification&button=


Donations to the American Daylily Society are al-
ways appreciated. The ADS is exempt from federal 
income tax under section 501[c][3] of the IRS code. 
All donations are tax deductible.  

All checks should be made payable to the Ameri-
can Daylily Society regardless of the purpose of the 
donation. Memorial donors are requested to pro-
vide the name and address of survivor(s) if you wish 
the survivor(s) to be notified of your gift.  

If you would prefer to mail a check, please send it 
to our Endowments Chair:  

Greg Crane 

5392 Savannah Avenue, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406 

 

Click the “DONATE TODAY” button at the top 
to see the various fund designations and to give 
online.  

‘Lenorah Hope’  (Richardson-D, 2023) 

Photo by David Richardson  

 Indian Camp Daylilies 

DDDONATEONATEONATE   TODAYTODAYTODAY   
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LOCALLOCALLOCAL   CLUBSCLUBSCLUBS   

Connecting with a local daylily club is a great way to 
learn more about daylilies and how to care for them. 
You can exchange ideas with other club members 
about the best ways to incorporate your favorite peren-
nial, the daylily, in your landscaping. It provides op-
portunities to serve along side other club members 
while promoting daylilies in the community which fos-
ters friendships.  Most clubs offer ways to acquire 
more daylilies for your garden through events such as 
bargain sales, auctions, raffles, plant swaps, or gift 
plant giveaways. When you become an American Day-
lily Society national member, you also become a mem-
ber of your ADS region. National and regional mem-
bership provides more educational opportunities 
through online learning, clinics, workshops, and con-
ventions. 

For more information and to find a daylily club near  
you, click the “LOCAL CLUB” button at the top of 
this section.  

To learn about national membership, see the article 
‘MEMBERSHIP’ on page 7 of this newsletter. 

To discover more about your region and local  club, 
click on the map. You will be redirected to a new 
page where you can select your state to learn more. 

https://daylilies.org/get-involved/get-involved-donations/
https://daylilies.org/get-involved/get-involved-donations/
https://daylilies.org/society/region-1/
https://daylilies.org/society/region-1/


The American Daylily Society welcomes new members.  Your 
membership in the ADS supports efforts which educate gar-
deners on the care, propagation, and appeal of daylilies. It also 
helps to maintain the registry of daylily cultivars as well as to 
evaluate, judge, and award daylily cultivars for outstanding 
plant habit and exceptional distinction. 

Included with your membership, each year you will receive 
four beautiful issues of The Daylily Journal, our official news-
letter magazine. This magazine contains articles on award win-
ning daylilies, the most popular daylilies by geography, trends 
in daylily hybridizing, scientific studies, and highlights of gar-
dens and conventions. International members (except those 
living in Canada or Mexico) please include $10.00 US addi-
tional per year to supplement the cost of mailing.  

New members joining the American Daylily Society also re-
ceive a $25 voucher, which can be redeemed towards purchas-
es of daylilies with select growers across the United States.  

Membership Dues: 

 Individual, One Year – $25 
 Individual, Three Years – $70 
 Dual, One Year – $30 
 Dual, Three Years – $83 
 Youth, One Year – $10 
 Life Membership, Individual – $500 
 Life Membership, Dual – $750 

 

Gift memberships will be appreciated by your friends. ADS 
will be glad to send a gift card in your name. 

 

Join the American Daylily Society today by clicking the 
“Membership” button at the top of this section. 

AMERICAN DAYLILY 
SOCIETY 

 D ISCOVER  TH E  BEAUTIF UL  

WOR LD  OF  DAYLI LIES  AT  

WWW .D AYLI LIES . OR G  

The American Daylily Society is 
a non-profit service organization 
dedicated to educating people 
about daylilies, promoting the 
cultivation and enjoyment of 
daylilies, and fostering the on-
going improvement of the genus 
Hemerocallis. 

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP   
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‘Topguns Color Infusion’ (Scott-B, 2017) 

Photo by Selena Bonner 
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