
DAYLILY DISPATCH 
The American Daylily Society Newsletter 

Volume 15, Issue 2, May 2023  

Hello, Spring! 

Depending on where you live, your daylilies are 

either in full bloom or quickly heading towards it.  

We are in Zone 8b so our garden is loaded with 

blooms everywhere.  It is honestly hard to take it all 

in.  I find myself wanting to stop and check every 

one out.  We have a lot of cultivars, so I very rarely 

make it around to see everything. Whether you 

grow only a few daylilies or a lot, take time to en-

joy their beauty.  I sometimes forget to do this with 

everything there is to do in the garden.                               

One of the most common questions we get is, how 

do you grow daylilies.  They are easy to grow and 

in this publication we will cover some of the best 

practices for growing and hybridizing daylilies.                            

Happy Gardening,                                                                   

Allen Bonner                                                                            

Daylily Dispatch Editor 

‘Wings of Spring’  

(Bell-T, 2019) 

Quote of the Season 

“Spring adds new life and 

new beauty to all that is.”  

– Jessica Harrelson  

Did you know that every seed out of a daylily seed pod is a new cultivar of daylily?  There are 

only two ways to get the same variety: when the daylily divides and proliferations.  

‘Birthday Wishes’ (Selman 2016)  

Photo by Selena Bonner 
‘Alien Starship’ (Selman 2022)    

Photo by Selena Bonner taken at Blue Ridge Daylilies 



Best Practices for Planting Daylilies 

Clean Your Plants: Make sure that your daylilies are clean and healthy before planting them. 

We remove the yellow foliage and trim foliage back on top. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After we clean them up, we soak them in water for at least a couple hours up to overnight. De-

pending on our schedule, sometimes they stay in water for several days.  We change the water 

out every day. Remember that you only want water on the roots. Don’t get it up on the crown. 

 

 



Prepare the Soil: The soil where you intend to plant your daylilies should be worked into a good 

loose condition to a depth of at least 1 foot. Daylilies will grown in almost any soil type. We have 

grown them in red clay and good old field dirt.  We have found that amending the soil and adding 

pine bark gives us better results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dig a hole larger than the root mass. 

 Make a mound in the center of the hole. 

 Set the plant in place with the roots spread on all sides of the mound. 

 New plants should be planted about as deep as they grew originally. The original depth can be 

determined easily by the band of white at the base of the foliage which indicates the part of the 

plant which was underground. 

 Do not set the crown (i.e., the point where foliage and roots join) more than 1 inch below the sur-

face of the soil. 

The scissors in the picture mark approximately 

where one inch would be on this daylily.  We 

don’t put soil up over that height  when planting 

them. 



 Work the soil around and between the roots as you cover the plant. 

 Firm the soil, making sure there are no air pockets as this can cause the plant to grow poorly. 

 Water well. When all the water has soaked in, finish filling in the soil, leaving a slight depression 

around the plant. 

Spacing: Daylilies should be spaced no less than 18 to 24 inches apart on each side. 

Labeling: Label each of your daylilies with some type of permanent marker so as to identify them. 

A plant loses much of its value when its identification is lost. 

There are a lot of ways to label a flower. We have found that using a #2 pencil wrote on plastic tags 

doesn’t normally fade over time. Our preferred method is to use P-touch labels on metal plant 

stakes.  You can put just the name on there or get more detailed if you desire. For hybridizing pur-

poses, I recommend that you mark on the tag if it is a diploid or a tetraploid. 

We choose to mark diploids 

with pink tape on the top right 

corner.  



This is what we use to create the labels.  We 

grow a lot of daylilies in pots, so we put the 

name on the yellow plastic sticks and put them  

inside the pots.  This has saved us many times 

when a pot gets moved and you wouldn’t be 

sure what the plant was without that label inside 

the pot.  

Following these best practices for planting 

your daylilies will allow you to enjoy your 

plants for many years to come. 

Excitement builds as it gets closer to the 2023 ADS National Convention. This year 

the convention will be held in Nashville, TN from June 15th to June 17th.  

Registrations were limited to 500, and all the slots are filled.   

      Don’t forget to share this with your friends, family and on your social media pages.    

      Stay connected by subscribing to the Daylily Dispatch at the button below. 

 

 
Click Here to Subscribe to The Daylily Dispatch 

LIKE & FOLLOW US  

ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

https://ahs2023national.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/364353112266898
https://www.youtube.com/user/daylilysociety
https://www.instagram.com/daylilydispatch/
https://twitter.com/ahsdaylilies
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001jm8CFGIzLJFxAQAV7FkwXt21K8esAZWIjtR8pH-Pvo4jhW6ZWmFKBTV31EC9hoO1PD4BZ2WU83Sz3hf1rFAKFZLMOgI549tsF1FlwBHVY4_oadteSVLoghKFCUcOQBs_TXktv9yBx9Dj9BnPuxzEQg%3D%3D


If you missed out on going to this years national convention, 

be ready to sign up for the  

in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma!   

June 12 –15, 2024 

registration opens on 6/17/23 

Register early to reserve your spot as availability will be limited. If you register by December 31, 2023, you 

will be entered to win 3 nights accommodations at the Embassy Suites. 

CLICK HERE to see 

a video for more 

information 

 All attendees receive two 2024 intro gift plants 

 * 1 ~ 2024 topgun intro & 1 ~ 2024 scott Elliott intro 

 Free Youth member registrations 

 Optional garden, lunch, and museum tour package 

And much more! 

 Area garden tours  

 * Topgun daylilies 

 * Cohs display garden at will rogers garden 

 * The jindra garden 

 * Windswept farm & gardens 

 * the kowalchvk garden 

 * The reusser garden 

https://www.ads2024convention.org/#/
https://www.ads2024convention.org/#/
https://www.ads2024convention.org/uploads/b/114058007-995538809142186329/2024ads_229.mp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJw8wUvaB3s


Hybridizing for Beginners 

So do you like creating new things?  If you do, then hybridizing daylilies will be something you find 

rewarding. Honestly, once you get started hybridizing, it is kind of addictive. Hybridizing most of the    

daylilies is really easy; doubles can be a little more challenging.  

Drawing taken from AHS Garden Judges Handbook  

In order to hybridize you need to remove a stamen from one daylily and dab the pollen on the an-

ther onto the stigma of the pistol of another daylily.  If you remember earlier I mentioned labeling 

your daylilies whether they were diploids or tetraploids.  Diploid daylilies will form seed pods 

when crossed with pollen from another diploid daylily, and tetraploid daylilies will form seed pods 

when crossed with pollen from another tetraploid daylily. 



The American Daylily Society website explains, all plants have chromosomes. Most plants are dip-
loids meaning they have two identical sets of chromosomes in each cell. Plants with more than two 
sets of chromosomes are called polyploids. A tetraploid is one type of polypoid and has four sets of 
chromosomes. You can find out whether your daylily is a diploid or a tetraploid by searching the 
name of your daylily on the ADS daylily database at daylilydatabase.org  Type the name of your 
daylily in the box for ‘Cultivar Name’ and click ‘Search.’ The search results will list a photo of your 
daylily as well as all of the statistics for your daylily including the ploidy: diploid or tetraploid. 

In this picture, I am pulling off one of the sta-

mens from the daylily  

‘Talquin’s Summer Memories’ (Fowler-K, 

2020) which is a tetraploid daylily. I will use 

the pollen on the anther to pollinate another 

tetraploid daylily. 

In this picture, I am taking the pollen 

from the anther of ‘Talquin’s Summer 

Memories’ (Fowler-K, 2020) and lightly 

dabbing it onto the stigma of the pistol 

on the tetratploid daylily ‘Rooty 

Tooty’ (Pickles 2011). 

http://www.daylilydatabase.org


Some people just like to dab pollen around like a bee leaving their creation to chance.  Some people 

hybridize for specific characteristics, and they want to know what the parents are for a seed pod 

when one forms. If you want to keep accurate records of your crosses you make, then you will want 

to establish a way to keep track of the pod and pollen parents. We use plastic tags, paper clips, and 

a pencil to mark ours. We put the pollen parent daylily name on one side when we pollinate the flow-

er and hang it around the stem just below the bud. Later when the pod is mature, we remove the 

pod and mark the pod parent name on the opposite side of the tag. We keep this tag with the seeds 

we harvest to know the names of the daylilies we crossed. To be honest, I am more of a bee just 

randomly pollinating around the garden. 

Hybridizing is an exciting way to enjoy your garden. It is a simple process, and the possibilities 

are endless. Whether you are the hybridizing hobbyist or the hybridizing professional, the 

most important thing to remember when hybridizing is to have fun. So get out into the garden 

this spring and summer and try your hand at hybridizing. Who knows what wonderful new 

creation you may make! 

HAPPY HYBRIDIZING! 



ADS summer regional gatherings are in full swing.  I remember when my parents tried to get me to 

go to one.  “Why do I want to do that?” was my first thought.  I like to think of things in terms of food.  With 

that in mind, what I found out when I attended a regional gathering is you don’t know what the “buffet line” 

has if you don’t go there to see. I don’t know about you, but I can always find something I like on a buffet line.  

Some enjoyable things I have experienced at the regional gatherings is reconnecting with old friends, making 

new friends, getting ideas on how to grow better plants, learning how to take better photographs,  and dis-

covering what cutting edge ideas hybridizers are thinking and  what innovative things they are doing to make 

their beautiful new daylily introductions.  Somehow, I always manage to come home with new plants! Below 

is a list of the upcoming Summer Regional gatherings.  

Region 1 

7/14/23-7/16/23 

Region 2 

7/21/23-7/23/23 

Region 3 

6/24/23-6/25/23 

Region 4 

7/21/23-7/25/23 

Region 6 

5/26/23-5/27/23 

Region 7 

Check Facebook for 

zoom dates. 

Region 10 

ADS National  

Convention 

6/15/23-6/17/23 

Region 15 

6/10/23 

JOIN US!!  

One of the best ways to learn about daylilies is to get plugged into a local 

daylily club.  If you are not a member of a local club, take the time to    

attend and join one. In order to Find a local club, go to the American  

Daylily Societies web site,  

 

 

and select your state on the map. It will bring you to your regional page. 

Then select the ‘Clubs’ tab and scroll down to click on “Societies” to 

search for your local club.  

ADS Regions 

http://www.cvids.org/2023%20R-1%20Regional.html
https://adsregion2.org/about/region-2-summer-meeting/
http://ahsregion3.org/Page/2023_SUMMER_REGIONAL
https://www.nedaylily.org/2023ADSReg4SummerMeeting.html
http://www.ahsregion6.com/regional_meeting-2023.htm
https://www.facebook.com/ahsregion7
https://ahs2023national.com/
http://www.region15daylily.org/
https://daylilies.org/society/region-1/


 

Do you have something to share with the Daylily Dispatch? 
 

We are always looking for interesting stories, beautiful photos you took in your garden or exciting 

things your local club is doing. Click below to submit feedback. 

 

 
Daylily Dispatch 

Your membership in the American Daylily Society (also known as the  American Hemerocallis Society) 

supports efforts which: 

 Educate gardeners on the care, propagation, and appeal of daylilies 

 Maintain the official registry of daylily cultivars 

 Evaluate, judge, and award daylily cultivars for outstanding plant habit and exceptional distinction. 

 Included with your membership, you will receive four beautiful issues of The Daylily Journal, our offi-

cial newsletter magazine, each year. This magazine contains articles on award winning daylilies, the 

most popular daylilies by geography, trends in daylily hybridizing, scientific studies, and highlights of 

gardens and conventions. 

International members (except those living in Canada or Mexico) please include $10.00 US additional 

per year to supplement the cost of mailing. 

Gift memberships will be appreciated by your friends. ADS will be glad to send a gift card in your name.  

Membership Dues: 

 Individual, One Year – $25 

 Individual, Three Years – $70 

 Dual, One Year – $30 

 Dual, Three Years – $83 

 Youth, One Year – $10 

 Life Membership, Individual – $500 

Life Membership, Dual – $750 

Click HERE to renew your membership or join. 

American Daylily Society Membership 

‘Isabelle Rose’ (Laprise, 2009) 
2022 Stout Silver Medal Winner 

https://form.jotform.com/223514824119150
https://daylilies.org/membership/

