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ped us to clarify our understanding of family violence. We

explore the transformative expansions of family violence by
situating this exploration within a “concept creep” analysis.
We make a note of the underlying assumptions associated
with these concepts. Through an analysis of concept creep,
we elucidate how the expansions and redefinition of
violence-related terms have influenced our understanding
of family violence. By differentiating family violence, inti-
mate partner violence, and maltreatment, we emphasize the
necessity of unpacking these terms to avoid oversimplifica-
tion or overlooking certain forms of violence that may go
unnoticed under narrow definitions. The authors further
highlight the need for interdisciplinary collaboration to
address the complexities of family violence and its impact
on parenting and coparenting. By acknowledging and

responding to expansions of concepts in family violence, we

can strive to protect and support children in these
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challenging circumstances, ultimately promoting their well-

being and creating safer family environments.
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Key points for the family court community

e Family violence is a hypernym for various forms of vio-
lence and abuse that can impact intimate relationships.

e Concept creep provides a framework for understanding
family violence concepts' horizontal and vertical expan-
sions over time and its impact on parenting and
coparenting.

e Due to the complexity of family violence, a systematic
approach must thoroughly screen, assess and intervene to
ensure the safety and well-being of all family members.

e An ecological approach to family violence emphasizes
the various interrelated levels that impact and influence

the consequences of violence within families.
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