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Abstract

Intervention with fathers who commit family violence is an

essential but often overlooked part of effective family court

proceedings. This article provides an overview of how

evidence-informed engagement with fathers around family

violence can complement family court efforts to achieve

safe and healthy outcomes for children. The focus on

fathers is not based on bias against fathers, men, or mascu-

linity, but rather it is consistent with the fact that fathers

comprise a substantial proportion of those who use family

violence. These men need more effective engagement and

interventions. Fathers in these circumstances need to be

engaged in services that can assess, monitor, and manage

ongoing family violence and risk as well as develop skills to

form more positive, healthy relationships with their children

and children's mothers. Courts, in turn, need to consider

evidence of accountability and change. Application and con-

tinued development of the strategies recommended herein

would enhance the safety of mothers who experience vio-

lence, their children, and the well-being of fathers who have

used family violence. Collaboration with community part-

ners serving families must become cornerstones in promot-

ing the safety for and with all family members.

This article is based on the Family Violence & Family Law Brief, Issue #8, Engaging fathers who commit family violence: Issues and challenges for family courts

prepared by Robert Nonomura, Dan Zamfir, Katreena Scott, Peter Jaffe, Julie Poon, Anna-Lee Straatman from the Centre for Research & Education on

Violence Against Women & Children.

DOI: 10.1111/fcre.12768

This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial License, which permits use,

distribution and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited and is not used for commercial purposes.

© 2023 The Authors. Family Court Review published by Wiley Periodicals LLC on behalf of Association of Family and Conciliation

Courts.

Family Court Rev. 2023;1–15. wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/fcre 1

mailto:kscot47@uwo.ca
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/fcre
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1111%2Ffcre.12768&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-12-10


K E YWORD S

accountability, family court, family violence, fathers, impact of
family violence on children, intervention

Key points for the family court community

• Intervention with fathers who use family violence is an

essential part of family court proceedings.

• There are evidence-based programs for treating people

who use family violence in their roles as intimate part-

ners and parents.

• Evidence of change in fathers is crucial to decisions to

drop supervision and increase parenting time.

• Effective family court intervention requires collaboration

with community agencies providing services for children

and parents living with family violence.

• Communities of practice may be a good model to foster

enhanced collaboration.

1Other jurisdictions may refer to similar behavior as domestic violence, intimate partner violence, and/or child witnessing of violence.
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