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Activity:  Circle Prayers 

 
Teaching Goal: Pray bold prayers, where the answer can only be 

explained by God’s involvement. 
 
Scripture: Exodus 16.  For forty years, God provides 2,000,000 

Israelites with manna in the morning and quail at night.  
 

Acts 12.  Peter is kept in prison.  The church prays for him and an angel 
frees Peter. 

     
Materials: Wood Embroidery Hoop 

24 Clothespins 
2 Spray paints (one color for the hoop and a second color for the pins) 
Glue 
3 x 5 blank index cards 
Color pencils or markers 

 
I. Play theme song 
II. Pray 
III. Review last lesson 
IV. Lesson and Discussion 
 
ü Words written in bold are when the leader is speaking.  Feel free to use your own words. 
 
A. When you read an exciting quote in a book or see something you really 
want in an advertisement, how do you make a note about it? Listen to answers. 
Highlight, circle, cut it out, and post it prominently. What about a crucial school 
assignment in your planner or an important date on your paper calendar? 
Listen again. If circling doesn’t come up, be sure to mention it again. How do you make 
note of important prayers? Do you ever circle, highlight, or put them in a 
prominent place? Discuss. 

 
 God loves it  when we pray to Him and it brings Him joy to answer our 
prayers!  Prayer can be a conversation with God that takes place in your 
thoughts as you go through the day.  Prayer can be for a specific daily event 
l ike appreciation for meals, sleep at bedtime, or safety when driving.  In 
church, we pray as a group to thank God for His blessings and to share 
concerns. 
 
B. Today we are going to talk about big, audacious “circle prayers”.  These 
are God-sized prayers, too big for me to see accomplished, but not too big for 
God.  They are prayers that require a miracle or something beyond our 
normal expectations. It ’s something that we care about very deeply, but the 
end result is completely out of our power.  Can you think of any prayers l ike 
this that you need to pray? Listen to answers.   

 



 
Read or put into your own words the story of God feeding the Israelites (Exodus 16) and/or 
Peter being released from prison by an angel (Acts 12).   

 
The Israelites:  How many Israelites would you guess Moses led out of Egypt and 
through the Red Sea?  2,000,000!  How many years did Moses and the Israelites 
l ive in the wilderness area located between the Red Sea and the Promised 
Land?  40 years!  How did Moses feed 2,000,000 people for 40 years?  Listen to 
answers.  Read or tell the story from Exodus 16.  God provided bread (manna) every morning 
and meat (quail) every night for forty years.  It  says that God provided for the people 
even though they grumbled.  I  guess their grumbling was a kind of prayer—
talking—to God.  I  don’t want to be a grumbler, but I  would love to see God’s 
powerful answers to impossible prayers. 

 
Peter:  In Acts, we read that King Herod did not l ike the Christians.  He has 
Peter arrested and put in jai l  for just talking about Jesus.  Other Christians got 
together and prayed for Peter’s safety.  Peter was chained between two 
soldiers and locked behind bars.  But God sent an angel who removed the 
chains, led Peter past the guards, and opened the barred gate!  Peter went to 
the building where the Christians were praying for him.  They were shocked to 
see Peter free!  God provided a powerful answer to their prayers.   
 
C.  ACTIVITY:  We are going to make a “prayer circle” that wil l  hold our God-sized 
prayers.  We’l l  hang the prayer circle where we can all  see it to remind us to 
pray boldly.   

 
Steps to Making a Prayer Circle: 
1.  Spray paint the embroidery hoop and the 24 clothespins.  
2.  While the paint is drying start making prayer cards.  It is  
okay to include any and all prayers but be sure to include  
some huge, audacious God-sized Prayers. 
3.  Optional:  write prayer verses on the clothespins. 
4.  Glue the clothespins to the hoop.  Put 12 pins with the  
clip facing IN at places on the circle that corresponds to  
hours on a clock.  Put 12 additional pins with the clip part 
facing OUT in between the first twelve pins. 
4.  Use string, yarn, or fishing line to hang the prayer wreath 
from a door or wall hanger. Place it somewhere visible as a 
constant reminder to be praying prayers that only the God of 
the Universe can accomplish. 

 
Over the days and weeks ahead, add more prayers to your circle.  Keep track of answered 
prayers.  Let those in challenging situations know that you are praying for them.  Let those 
who have experienced “God-only” blessings know that you are joining them in praising and 
thanking God. 

 
VI. Close in Prayer   
 
VII.      Pass It On:  Make an extra copy of this lesson and pass it on to another family.  

 


