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WHAT ARE INTERVENING VARIABLES?
An  in te rven ing  var iab l e  i s  a  factor  that  a f fects  the

re la t ionsh i p  between  two  other  factors   

INTERVENING VARIABLES IN YOUTH
SUBSTANCE USE 

YOUTH
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COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT AND INTERVENING VARIABLES 

We investigated possible factors that may be influencing the substance misuse  
patterns among youth in the City of Boston

METHODS ISSUES

Focus Groups 
Key Informant Interviews 
Surveys 
YRBS Data
Census Data 

Economic Inequity
Mental Health
Family Trauma
Access to Resources 
Built Environment 
Placed Based Inequity

We need to consider the degree to which prevention programs and practices fit with local needs,
capacity, and culture: the better the fit, the more likely interventions are to be both successful and

sustainable. 
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WHAT DID WE LEARN? WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?


