
Alisa's journey in America began in 1992. Her family moved from Armenia to an entirely new country with
little knowledge of the language. They arrived in Los Angeles and at the age of 13, Alisa began attending
middle school, a difficult age made worse because of her limited knowledge of English. Due to her family’s
traditions, she was forced to drop out of high school and into an arranged marriage with a stranger. Alisa
became pregnant at the age of 16 and later had three children. She never legally married her husband, but
they were together for 13 years. During that time, she endured countless instances of abuse.  Alisa would
have left, but she had no contact with her family and nowhere to go. She found her father's phone number
on the internet, reconnected with her family, and after some time, finally got up the courage to leave her
husband and move her family to Fresno.

At this point in her life, she had nothing and decided to attend nursing school. She found a program in Los
Angeles and drove back and forth from Fresno every weekend. Shortly after Alisa received her nursing
certification, she lost her father to lung cancer. It was difficult to continue life without him, but she found the
will to continue working to make her life better. She was hired as a pharmaceutical representative for a
specialty pharmacy and things began to improve. 

Never having the chance to graduate from high school, Alisa decided to take the time to go back to school
and work towards getting her high school diploma. Things were going great then tragedy struck in 2020; she
lost her twin sister in a tragic accident. It was extremely difficult; she could not see her sister due to all the
COVID 19 restrictions. 

Alisa started at Clovis Adult Education on October 20, 2020. She was very nervous as this was her first time
back in school in a long time. Her first teacher was Mrs. Nevills, who was very welcoming and kind, and
made Alisa feel comfortable. She was very motivational and pushed Alisa to do her best. Another of her
teachers was Mrs. deCordova, who supported her by taking the time to meet individually to explain things
Alisa did not understand.

Alisa states, "Overall, I had a great experience at Clovis Adult Education. I felt comfortable, inspired, and
motivated. The teachers and staff at Clovis Adult offered me the support I needed in order to be successful
and complete my high school diploma. I knew my sister would be proud of me for finishing school and
getting my high school diploma and it broke my heart that she wasn’t there to see it. I pushed through the
hardship of losing a sister, finished my classes and earned my high school diploma. Now that I have
graduated, I want to continue my education in business.

"I overcame all these challenges by reminding myself of my goals. Anytime I felt stuck or like life was
pushing me backward, I took the time to look back and see how much progress I had made. My advice to
anyone going through a hard time would be to remember what you have achieved and remind yourself of
your potential to achieve so much more. My life has been a challenge to say the least. I began with nothing;
married at 16, endured an abusive relationship, and took care of three kids on my own. Today I can proudly
say I am a Regional Account manager for Biomatrix SP, and a commercial and print model. I am proud of my
journey and excited to see what the future holds."
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