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Felipe Gallardo
Kings Canyon Adult School

| was born in Mexico and came to the U.S. when | was five, but had to return
to Mexico six years later. After a flood destroyed everything my family had, we
relocated to Tijuana while waiting on our immigration status. | came back to
the U.S. at fourteen. Around that time, my parents divorced, and my dad was
no longer in my life.

Without his support, | struggled and made some poor choices. | dropped out
of high school at seventeen and started working in retail. I've been with
Walmart for 12 years now. Even with the setbacks, | always knew | had
potential.

In 2024, | made the decision to return to school to earn my high school
diploma, and | recently graduated from Kings Canyon Adult School. | recently
decided that this was the time to pursue the opportunities that await me, and
| registered at Reedley College in the Fall to earn an associate’s degree in
Criminology. My life experiences have sparked a deep desire to help others,
especially at-risk youth, which has motivated me to pursue a career as a
juvenile probation officer. | believe it's never too late to turn things around.
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