
Gabriela Ponce was born in Sanger, California and grew up in an underprivileged family.

Separation, homelessness and other situations out of her control impacted her education.

Having always had a passion for teaching, she wanted to become an educator, but by high

school, she felt hopeless and as if she were failing in her goal. 

At 18 years old, Gabriela found herself without a high school diploma. She decided

alternative education was her best route to completing her diploma and reached out to

Kings Canyon Adult School. Gabriela shares, "I came into the office and the staff was very

friendly. They walked me through the entire process of everything I needed to obtain my

high school diploma. Soon enough, I had passed all my classes and received the credits I

needed to graduate. I was overjoyed to have received my high school diploma from them!"

Gabriela is raising her own family now and lives in Reedley. Shortly after receiving her

diploma, she attended Reedley College and graduated with an associate's degree in

Liberal Studies. She transferred to Fresno Pacific University where she earned a bachelor's

degree in Liberal Arts with honors. Gabriela is currently finishing a teacher credential

program through Fresno Pacific, and is working as an elementary teacher for Sanger

Unified School District. 

She states, "This journey for me began the day I started adult school. Without my high

school diploma, I would never be where I am today. I am thankful for alternative education

and its commitment to helping students become successful individuals. Kings Canyon

Adult School helped me accomplish many things and gave me hope that I was worthy no

matter the situation, and for that I am forever thankful."

You're doing great, Gabriela!  Keep moving forward with your goals!
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