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EICHER AND MONTEIRO HONORED BY THE HYMN SOCIETY 

 

David E. Eicher and Simei Monteiro have been honored as Fellows of The Hymn Society in the 

United States and Canada for outstanding leadership and significant contributions in 

encouraging, promoting, and enlivening congregational song. The new Fellows were recognized 

on July 19 during the organization’s recent Annual Conference in Montréal, Québec, Canada. 

This year’s conference, “Land, Language, and Liberation,” gathered people from ten nations on 

five continents, for mutual support, learning, celebration, and singing.  

 

David E. Eicher was honored as a Fellow of The Hymn Society for his work 

as a hymnbook editor, as a promoter of congregational song, and for his 

service to The Hymn Society. A respected organist and church musician, 

Eicher served in various leadership positions in the Presbyterian 

Association of Musicians (PAM). He has been involved in various 

publishing projects as consultant and editor, notably as editor of Glory to 

God (2013), the most recent hymnal of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

Eicher has served The Hymn Society as both Treasurer (1996-2000) and 

President (2006-2008), in addition to leadership roles in many Annual 

Conferences. Former Hymn Society President Sharon Beckstead commented, “David Eicher 

brings joy to everything, whether it be big or small. His skills as a musician and leader have 

guided The Society over the years.” 

 



Simei Monteiro was named a Fellow of The Hymn Society for leadership 

in congregational song not only in her native Brazil, but throughout the 

world. Both a practitioner and a teacher, she has taught at the Perkins 

School of Theology of Southern Methodist University and at the 

Methodist Seminary in São Paolo. Within the Brazilian context, Monteiro 

has long been recognized as an advocate for the infusion of the Christian 

message with local flavors. Working with missionary Nora Buyers, she was 

involved in the production of A Nova Canção (A New Song), an early song 

collection that gathered fresh expressions of Brazilian congregational 

music. A few years later, Monteiro and Jaci Maraschin released a new ecumenical songbook, A 

Canção do Senhor na Terra Brasileira (The Song of God in Brazilian Lands), which remains a 

staple expression of the work of her generation. She has long been involved in the global song 

movement and served as music enlivener and/or worship consultant for the World Council of 

Churches between 2001-2009. Church music Professor Marcell Silva Steuernagel remarked, “I 

remain grateful not only for her work, but for her shining and lively personality, for the clarity of 

her pastoral calling to the music of the church, and for her willingness to respond to that calling 

through words and music.” 

 

 
Founded in 1922, The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada is an ecumenical organization of people who 

are passionate about hymns and congregational song. The Hymn Society community, open to all, is made up of 

scholars, church musicians, poets, composers, choir directors, choir members, clergy, worship planners, song 

leaders, music publishers, music educators, and people who love to sing. We believe that the holy act of singing 

together shapes faith, heals brokenness, transforms lives, and renews peace. Our mission, therefore, is to 

encourage, promote, and enliven congregational song. 

 
This information is provided by J. Michael McMahon, Executive Director of The Hymn Society in the United States 

and Canada, 5 Thomas Circle, NW, 4th floor, Washington, DC 20005-4153. For more information, please contact Dr. 

McMahon at mike@thehymnsociety.org or 800-843-8966.  

 

 


