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A New Organ at Christ Lutheran Church, Valparaiso, Indiana 
 

by John Bernthal 

 

On Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018, worshipers at Christ Lutheran Church in Valparaiso, IN 

experienced “a new dimension in the world of sound” as we inaugurated our first pipe organ in 

the history of the parish. On that date the opening hymn, “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today,” was 

sung with accompaniment provided by our newly refurbished, 31-rank, two-manual and pedal 

W. Zimmer pipe organ. We have been dreaming of this moment for over thirty years and are 

excited about the opportunities for music ministry that this instrument provides us. 

 

The opportunity to purchase such an instrument comes through the generosity of Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church in St. Louis, MO. This congregation was moving to a different location and 

desired that their fine instrument be passed on to a congregation who would cherish and use it. 

They contracted with the Berghaus Pipe Organ Builders to receive the instrument and move it 

from its previous location in St. Louis to the Berghaus shop in Bellwood, IL. The Berghaus Co. 

then met with Christ Lutheran Church to determine the feasibility of using this instrument in our 

worship space and offered us a contract to refurbish and install it in our church in Valparaiso, IN. 

 

Several modifications were made on the instrument to upgrade it and prepare it for its new life at 

Christ Lutheran Church. The combination action and relay system was replaced with a Peterson 

ICS-4000 system, the existing pneumatic stop actions were replaced with electric slider motors, 

the console was modernized and refinished, and two new ranks were added that will increase the 

flexibility of the instrument. Three new reed ranks were “prepared” in the console for possible 

future acquisition. 

 

Our church was fortunate to have planned a space for a pipe organ when we built our new 

sanctuary several years ago. There is an organ loft which extends over the main entrance to the 

sanctuary and an adjoining chamber behind it. The Zimmer organ fits into the existing space with 

only a small adjustment needed for the longest 16’ Principal façade pipes. 

 

Under the leadership of Pastor Timothy Knauff, Jr. and Pastor Erica Gibson-Even, the Church 

Council discussed this opportunity for our congregation and later appointed a task force to 

research the future musical/instrumental needs of the congregation. Many different instrumental 

options were carefully considered and several special forums were held to communicate the 

findings to the congregation. Two field trips to Immanuel Lutheran Church in Valparaiso were 

held to give interested people the opportunity to hear and sing with a pipe organ. On Pentecost 

Sunday, June 4, 2017 the congregation voted to sign a contract with the Berghaus Pipe Organ 

Builders to purchase the refurbished W. Zimmer Pipe Organ. 

 

Shortly thereafter, an Organ Fund-Raising Committee was set up to solicit contributions that 

would augment the funds that had already been pledged informally. Some of the special fund-

raising events included “An Evening with Walter Wangerin, Jr. and Andrew Peterson” (benefit 

concert), another benefit concert by the South Shore Brass Band, a “Bidding for Good” online 

auction, as well as soliciting donations to the pipe organ fund and selling Christmas ornaments. 

The generous response from our congregational members and others outside our congregation 
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has been overwhelming. All of the costs of this project were paid in advance of the first public 

hearing of the instrument. Thanks be to God! 

 

A dedicatory organ recital will be presented on Sunday, June 3, 2018 at 4:00 pm at Christ 

Lutheran Church, 2610 N. Campbell, Valparaiso, IN. The organist will be Dr. John Bernthal, 

retired Associate Professor of Music and Associate University Organist at Valparaiso University. 

The public is invited to attend and help us celebrate this unique blessing in the life of our church. 

         


